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ENGLISH HISTOEY 



1. THE CELTS 

Long, long ago the people who lived in this 
land were the Celts. They came from the far 
east, and moving to the west, they came at 
length to the great sea that stopped them from 
going any farther. Some of them came to dwell 
in the land in which we now live. 

They could not read or write, and so they 
could not leave behind them books to tell us 
about them. But at the time in which they 
lived, there were men who lived in other lands, 
who could both read and write, and these have 
left writings that tell us much about the Celts. 

From these writings we learn, that the Celts 
were tall, strong men, with bright blue eyes, and 
long fair hair that hung down their backs. 

We know, too, how they talked with each 
other, for there are men still living, who speak 
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10 SIMPLE STORIES 

in the same way. For what we now call Welsh, 
is the same as that spoken by the Celts so long 
ago. 

The Celts who came to live in this land were 
called Britons, a word that means * clothed.' 
For the Britons had found out how to make very 
many things, and among others, how to spin and 
weave woollen cloth. 

They had both gold and silver, and out of 
them they made many pretty things to wear. 

They had also learned the use of copper, lead, 
and tin. Their tools, their swords, and their 
spears were made of bronze, which is made by 
mixing tin and copper. We also use bronze 
nowadays, for our pennies are made of it. 

The Celts had herds of cattle and pigs. They 
were very fond of horses and dogs, which they 
kept for hunting. They also made boats for 
fishing in the rivers and lakes, but the Celts 
were never very fond of sailing on the water. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Two thousand years ago the Celts lived in the land. 

2. They were tall, strong men, with bright blue eyes and long fair 

hair. 

3. They spoke Welsh much as it is spoken nowadays in Wales. 

4. The Celts were also called Britons, a word that meant * clothed.' 

5. They had cattle and pigs, and used gold, silver, and bronze. 

2. AGIL THE HUNTER 

There are many stories told of what took 
place in far-off times. One of the best of these 
tales is about Agil the hunter and his little son. 
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'DOH'T BE AFRAID, FATHEIt.' SAID THE BOY, *1 WILL 
STAND QUITE STILL* 
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12 SIMPLE STORIES 

Agil had done something to make the king 
very angry. Soon afterwards some of the king's 
men caught him and his little son and took them 
to the king. The king was a very cruel man, 
and he said : * I have it in my mind to slay you, 
but I should like to see if you can shoot with the 
bow as well as folks say. So I will give you a 
chance to save your life.' 

Then he had the boy placed a little way off, 
and put an apple upon his head. ' Now,' said he 
to Agil, ' you must shoot at that apple. If you 
miss the mark you shall die. But if you hit the 
apple, you and your son shall be set free.' 

What a cruel thing to tell a father to do ! 
But Agil was a brave man, and felt sure that he 
could hit the apple. He took up his bow, and 
then chose two smooth, straight arrows. One he 
put in his belt, and the other he fitted to the 
string. 

' Don't be afraid, father,' said the boy, ' I will 
stand quite still.' 

Then Agil shot, and the arrow went so true, 
that it cut the apple in two, and the pieces fell 
to the ground. 

* You have saved your son's life and your 
own too,' said the king. * But tell me, why did 
you put that arrow into your belt ? ' 

' Because,' said Agil, ' if I had missed the 
apple and hit my son, I should have shot with 
that arrow at you. And I should not have 
missed.' 
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FEOM ENGLISH HISTORY 13 

This made the king very angry, but he kept 
his word and let Agil and his son go free. 

{Adapted from York PowelVs * Old Stories from English History:) 

8. THE BRITONS 

We have seen that ' Britons ' is only another 
name for the Celts, and it is by this name that 
we must now think of them. 

At the time of which we are speaking, that 
is, about two thousand years ago, our country 
did not look just as it does now. 

There were no big towns, for the Britons 
lived in small huts. These huts were not built 
very close together, but there were wide spaces 
between them. They were made of thin branches 
of trees woven closely together, and the roofs 
were made of straw or of ferns. 

Nearly all the land was covered with woods, 
but the Britons cut down some of the trees, and 
made clearings where they could grow their 
crops. Their pigs roamed about in the woods, 
and fed on acorns and the roots of plants, while 
the cattle and horses grazed in the open spaces. 

The people were split up into tribes, and each 
tribe had a chief who was over all. The tribes 
very often fought each other, and each tribe had 
a strong place, where the women, children, and 
cattle could be put, so as to be safe in time of 
war. 

Such a strong place was called a ' dun,' and 
was often upon the top of a hill. Round the 
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dun a high mound of earth was raised, and into 
the mound strong wooden stakes were firmly 
driven. 

Outside the mound big trees were placed, so 
as to make it a very hard task for a foe to get 
into the dun. 

The Britons were very fond of fighting, and 
they stained their faces with a blue dye to 



EABLY BRITISH POTTERY 



make themselves look very fierce. They fought 
with swords, knives, and axes. When the fight 
began, all the men made as much noise as they 
could, hoping thereby to frighten their foes. 

Por hundreds of years the Britons lived in 
the land, but in all that time they did not learn 
very much. At last some men came from over 
the sea to fight the Britons. In our next lesson 
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we shall see who these men were and whence 

they came 

N^ Write out and Iiearn 

1. The Britons lived in small huts made of branches of trees. 

2. They were spHt up into many tribes. Each tribe was ruled 

over by its own chief. 
8. A strong place upon a hill top was called a ' dun.' 

4. Here the women and children were safe in time of war. 

5. The Britons were very fierce, and when they went to war they 

dyed their faces a blue colour. 

4. WHO THE ROMANS WEEE 

Though the Britons knew so little, you must 
not think that all the men who lived at that 
time were like them. In other lands, there were 
men who had found out very many things, and 
of these men the best known were the Romans. 

Far away to the south, there stood in those 
days, as ,there does now, a fine city called Rome. 
This was the chief town in the land where the 
Romans lived. 

The Romans were very strong men and also 
very clever. They knew how to build fine 
houses, and bridges, and towns. Some of their 
buildings stand even to this day. 

They could read and write, and their learned 
men wrote many books, some of which are read 
in some of our schools. It is from the writings 
of a great Roman that we learn nearly all we 
know about the Britons. 

You must know that above all things the 
Romans were great fighting men. Not only did 
they fight the men of other lands near to them. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 SIMPLE STORIES 

but they sent their armies to fight people who 

lived far away. 

At length one of their armies reached the 

sea-shore of a country from which could be seen, 

over the sea, the cliffs 
of the land in which we 
live. 

The Roman at the 
head of this army was a 
great man named Julius 
Caesar. He had fought 
for many years, against 
many tribes, and had 
nearly always won his 
fights. So he made up 
his mind that he would 
cross the sea to fight 
the Britons. 

The Romans had 
fine ships which they 
had built, and in these 
Caesar and his men set 

sail. We will leave his fights with the Britons to 

the next lesson, but it was he who wrote a book, 

from which we learn nearly all we know^ about 

our country in those far-oflf times. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Somans came from a land far away in the south. Their 

chief town was Borne. 

2. They were very clever and strong men. They could write books. 

They were great fighters. 

3. A great Roman named Julius Caesar made up his mind to 

come and fight the Britons. 

4. So he came with an army, sailing in many ships. 
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to fight every step of the way, if the Romans 
tried to march into their land. The Romans 
saw that they would have a very hard task to 
take the country. So, after stopping a very 
short time, they sailed back to the land from 
which they came. 

The next year they came again, but after 
much fighting they left the country, and it was 
a long time before any other Romans came over 
to fight the Britons. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Britons saw the Roman ships coming, so they made ready 

to fight them. 

2. They were armed with swords and spears, ^d had war- chariots 

drawn by small horses. 

3. The Komans ran their ships ashore, and the Britons rushed 

into the sea to stop them. 

4. At last the Bomans were all landed. But they did not stay long. 



6. WHAT THE ROMANS DID IN BEITAIN 

Nearly a himdred years went by, and then 
the Romans came again to fight the Britons. 

The Britons fought bravely, but it was all of 
no use, and after a time they had to give in to 
the Romans. Eor about four hundred years the 
Romans were masters of the country. During 
that time they taught the Britons very much that 
helped to make their lives happier and better. 

They cut down many of the trees, and made 
open places, where crops were grown. Instead 
of poor huts, such as the Britons had lived in, 
good stone and brick houses were built. 
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Instead of the ' dun ' with its mound of earth 
and rows of stakes, strong towns sprang up T\dth 
high and thick walls all round them. A wall 
that was built by the Romans may be seen still 
standing around a large part of the town of 
Chester. 

Good roads were made, so that men could 



PART OF THE BOM AN WALL AT LEICESTER 

pass easily from one part of the land to another. 
Even bridges were built across the rivers. 

Before the Romans came the Britons were 
often lighting each other, but now the land w^as 
at peace, and men had time to learn how to till 
the ground, to rea<l and write, and to do many 
other things that made them wiser and better. 

And best of all, good men came from Rome 
to teach the Britons about God. For before 
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this the Britons knew nothing about God, and 
did many cruel and wicked deeds, because they 
did not know any better. So in time churches 
were built, and the Britons learned how to live 
better and nobler lives. 

But a bad time was in store for them, for 
at last the Romans went away to fight their 
foes in their own land, and the Britons were left 
to take care of themselves. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Eomans came again, and stayed for four hundred years. 

2. They taught the Britons many things. They built houses of 

brick and stone. 

3. They ako built towns with walls all round them. They made 

good roads and built bridges. 

4. They kept peace in the country for all that long time, and the 

Britons learned about God. 

5. But at last the Romans left the country and went home to 

fight their foes in their own land. 

7. THE SAXONS 

At first the Britons were very glad that the 
Romans were gone, for they could now do as 
they liked. But they soon found out that it 
would have heen hetter for them if the Romans 
had stayed. 

Far awav in the north, in the land we now 
call Scotland, there were fierce tribes of men, 
whom the Romans had never been able to 
master. To keep them back, strong walls had 
been built right across the country, and many 
soldiers were always kept upon the walls. 

Now that the Roman soldiers were gone. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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thess wild tribes came in swarms, to rob and kill 
the Britons of the south. The Romans had 
never taught the Britons how to fight, and so 
they were not able to beat back their foes. 

They were in sad trouble, and sent again and 
again to the Romans, to beg them to come over 
and help them. But it was all of no use, for 
the Romans had so many foes near their own 
homes, that they could not spare any men to go 
to Britain. 

The Romans, for a long time before they left 
the country, had kept ships always sailing up and 
down the coast, to drive back some sea-robbers 
who were called Saxons. 

When the Britons found that the Romans 
could not spare any men, they asked some of 
these Saxons to come and help them. The 
Saxons were glad of the chance, and in a very 
short time drove the fierce men from the north 
back to their own homes. 

But when the Saxons saw what a good country 
this was, they made up their minds to stay here. 
So they sent for their friends, who came in 
swarms, sailing over the sea in their ships called 
keels, and bringing their wives and children and 
cattle with them. 

The coming of all these people made the 
poor Britons worse off than ever. 
Write out and Learn 

1. At first the Britons were glad that the Romans were gone. . 

2. But wild tribes from the north began to come south to rob, 

burn, and kill. 
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So the Britons sent to ask the Romans to come back to help 

them. 
But the Romans could not come back, and the Britons asked 

some sea-robbers called Saxons to help them. 
The Saxons soon drove the wild tribes back, but seeing how 

good a land this was, they made up their miuds to try to 

take it from the Britons. 



8. THE ENGLISH 

Now a cruel time began. Por two hundred 
years the Saxons fought the Britons, or the 
Welsh, as they were now called. Bit by bit, the 
Welsh were driven further and further to the 
west. They fought bravely, but they had not 
been trained to fight as the Saxons had been. 

Many of their brave men had gone away to 
fight in the Roman armies. Worst of all, they 
could not agree among themselves, and they 
were beaten many times only because they would 
not help each other. 

It was a sad time. The Welsh were driven 
from their homes. Their towns and houses were 
burned down. Their cattle and gold and silver 
were taken from them. Their churches were 
burned, and many thousands of men, women, 
and children were killed by their cruel foes. 

Now and then they won a fight, and now and 
then a hero rose up among them. A hero, you 
know, is a man who is willing to do all he can 
for others, even to giving up his own life. One 
hero that we read of was King Arthur. It is 
said that he won twelve great fights against the 
Saxons, but at last he also was killed. 
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And so in the course of time the Welsh were 
either killed, or driven away to the west, into 
the land we now call Wales. Nearly all the 
best parts of the country, the middle, the east, 
and the south, were taken. The many tribes 
who had come over became one people, and were 
called English ; and their land came to be called 
England. 

But thv" English had never learned about 
God, and so this land was once more in the hands 
of men, who cared little for what was good. 

Write out and Learn 

1. For two hundred years fightinoj went on. And at the end of that 

time all the country but Wales was in the hands of the Saxons 
or English, as they were now called. 

2. Hence this land came to be called England, or the land of the 

English. 

3. But the English did not know about God, and so the land was once 

more in the hands of men who cared little for what was good. 

9. ENGLISH SLAVE CHILDREN IN ROME 

We know many things about the English, 
because in their time there were men in Eng- 
land who were able to write books. 

We learn that they were tall, stout men, and 
very strong. Their heads were round, and were 
covered with thick light brown hair, which they 
wore long. Their eyes were grey or brown, and 
most of them had rosy cheeks. Their faces were 
pleasing to look upon, and though they were 
very fierce and cruel to their foes, or to strangers, 
they were kind to their wives and children. 

Still they were brave men, and were never 
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afraid of hard work. Perhaps the best thing we 
know about them is, that they spoke the truth. 

Por a long time after they came to live in 
England, they knew nothing about God. They 
had many gods, some of whom they loved and 
others they feared. But after a time, some good 
and holy men came from far away in the south, 
from the city of Rome, to teach them about the 
true God. 

In those days, rich men had slaves in their 
houses and on their farms. These slaves were 
bought and sold just as if they were cattle. 

In most towns there was a slave market. 
One day a good priest named Gregory was walk- 
ing through the slave market in Rome. There 
he saw for sale some pretty English boys. He 
was struck with their white skins, and blue eyes, 
and fair hair. 

On asking about them, he was told that they 
came from England. ' Their faces are like those 
of angels,' he said. He thought it was a pity 
that such folks as the Enghsh should know 
nothing of God. 

So he tried to get leave to go to teach them 
and preach the Gospel to them. But the Roman 
people loved him so well, that they would not 
let him go. Still Gregory did not forget the 
faces of the little slave boys. And years after, 
when he became a great man, he sent some good 
men to teach the English about God and how to 
lead better lives. 
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It took a long time to make the English give 
) their old gods; but at last most of them came 

trust in the true God, and once more churches 
3re built all over the land. 

Write out and Learn 

The English were tall, strong men. They were fierce and cruel 
to strangers, but kind to their friends, 
'hey were brave men who always spoke the truth, 
ome English children were taken to be sold as slaves in the 
market in Rome. 

ere they were seen by a good man named Gregory, who liked 
bheir pretty faces. 

hen he found out where they came from, he wanted to go 
England to teach the people about God. 
' could not go himself, so he sent good men in his place, 
nd in time the English gave up their old gods, and churches 
ere once more built in the land. 



10. BEDE 

'any good men came to teach the English, 

3me of them, whom we speak of as monks, 

up their lives to the work. These good 

ved in houses by themselves. They spent 

time in writing or copying books, or in 

vork in their fields, or in teaching the 

or in praying. 

y lived hard lives, but they did not mind 

as they could do good. They took care 

ooor, the sick, and the helpless. They 

•eading and writing, and in time some of 

lish began to write books. 

ips the best known of all the monks was 

le was a very good man, who spent his 

ing good to others. 
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He worked very hard, so that he might leave 
books, which might be useful to those that came 
•after him. He lived at Jarrow, and there may 
still be seen part of the old church in which he 
used to preach and pray, and also an old chair 
that is said to have been his. 

The last work he did was to turn part of the 
Bible into English. The day before he died he 
was doing this. He had a little boy sitting near 
him to write dowTi the verses as fast as he 
turned them into English. 

Now and again, as the boy wrote, Bede would 
say : ' Get on as quickly as you can, for I do not 
know how soon I may be gone.' 

The next day, as the church bell was ringing 
in the evening, the little boy said to him : ' Dear 
master, still there is one verse to be written.* 

' Then write quickly,' said Bede ; and told 
him the words to put down. 

' Now it is ended,' said the boy, as he laid 
down his pen. 

' Yes, it is ended,' Bede said. * And now lift 
my head and hold me up, so that I may turn my 
eyes to the church, where I have been used to 
pray.' 

And as the boy lifted him up he drew his last 
breath, and died with a prayer on his lips. 
Write out and Iiearn 

1. Bede was a good monk who lived at Jarrow. 

2. He taught the people to live good lives, and took care of the 

sick and poor. 

3. The last work he did was to turn part of the Bible into English, 

so that men might be able to read it. 
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11. ALFRED AND HIS MOTHER 

The English who came over the sea in their 
ships and took the land, were not all of the same 
tribe. There were men of many tribes, and for 
a time each had its own chief or king. 

But there was always one chief, who had 
more power than the others. In time the tribes 
learned that it was best for them to be under one 
ruler. And so England came to have kings over 
it. There were many English kings, of whom 
the greatest and best was King Alfred. 

When he was quite a little boy, he was so 
bright and good, that everyone was fond of him. 
He was always trying to learn something new. 
He liked to follow the men into the fields, and 
see them at their work. And he was fond of 
hearing the harper play and sing his strange old 
songs. 

One day, his mother was showing him and 
his brothers a very pretty book. In those days 
books were all written by hand. The men who 
wrote them loved their books, and made them 
look as pretty as they could,, by painting the first 
letter of each page in gay colours. 

Seeing how pleased the boys were, their 
mother said : ' 1 will give this pretty book to the 
one who can first learn by heart the songs that 
are in it.' 

' Will you really ? ' said Alfred. ' 1 es, that I 
will,' said his mother. 
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1 took the book, and ran off with it to 
3riest who could read it. The priest 
Lgs over and over to him, and so he 
I every one of them. Thus AHred 
t book, and, as you may think, he 
)ud of it. 

father was a wise king, who kneTv 
Y way to be truly great was to have 
5o he sent Alfred all the way to 
taught. It was a very long way for 

boy to go, for Alfred was then only 
ears old. 

3 learned many things, that helped 
t became his turn to be king, to be 
dser than those who had been kings 

Write out and Learn 

! greatest and best of the Saxon kings. He ruled 
d about a thousand years ago. 
a boy his father sent him to Kome. There he 
ly things tliat helped him to rule his people wisely. 

LAND IN THE OLDEN TIME (1) 

Ingland a thousand years ago was not 
is now. King Alfred was born, and 
iy days in a house no larger than a 
. our days. From old books we can 
house was like. 

s a large yard, shut in by a liigh 
ery strong doors. Inside the yard 
p of buildings. One of them was 
1 small building very much like a 
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bam. PeojJe could tell tliat it was a church, by 
the steeple with its cross on the top of it. 

Near by was the hall, and it was in this that 
the king and his family lived. Deer's horns 
were nailed to the door, and the wooden walls 
inside were hung all round with spears, and 
swords, and bows. 

The windows were very narrow, for glass was 
not much used in those days. In the middle of 
the floor was a big fire of logs, the smoke from 
which rose up to the roof. 

There were no lamps, and the room was 
lighted by torches, that were stuck into places 
on the walls. 

If we could have peeped into the hall at 
noon, we should have seen that dinner was just 
being served. A long table ran down the middle 
of the room. At the upper end, which was 
raised ^ little, sat the king and his family. His 
friends sat on each side of the long table. 

The meat was handed round on sharp bits of 
wood called spits. Each man cut off as much as 
he wanted with his knife, that always hung at 
his belt. Drink, such as wine and beer, was 
served in cups that were mostly made of horns. 

The king wore a long silk gown, that was 
covered with figures of l)irds and beasts. The 
gentle-folk wore gay clothes made of fine cloth. 

After dinner the table was cleared, and the 
broken bread and meat were given to the 
beggars, who were waiting in the great yard. 
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Then the harper was told to play and to sing 

of the brave deeds of the heroes, who lived long, 

long ago. 

Write out and Learn 

1. In Alfred's time kings lived in houses no bigger than farm- 

houses are now. 

2. There was a large yard with a fence round it. Inside were the 

church, the hall, and other buildings. 

3. Houses had no glass windows and there were no lamps. 

4. The king and his friends all dined together in the large hall. 

5. Drink such as beer and wine was passed round in horn cups. 

Meat was passed round on spits and each man cut off as 
much as he wanted. 



13. ENGLAND IN THE OLDEN TIME (2) 

Men had to work hard in the olden time, just 
as they have to do now. 

In the spring the farmers got out their 
ploughs, which were drawn by oxen, and broke 
up the ground. They sowed barley and oats 
chiefly, for many plants that we grow^ were not 
known to them at all. In summer they cut 
their hay, and the men who lived near the sea 
went out fishing. In autumn they reaped their 
crops, and stored them up in their barns for food 
in the winter. They drove their pigs into the 
woods to feed on the acorns and beech nuts. 

Their cattle and sheep always needed to be 
looked after. And in the winter, both men and 
dogs were ever on the watch, to drive away the 
wolves, which at that time came out of the 
woods to try to steal the sheep. 

In those days there were no shops, where 

c 
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men could go and buy what they wanted. So 
every family had to make all the things that 
were needed for use in the house and for wear. 

The women and girls were always busy, after 
the work of the house was done, in weaving 
cloth, of which clothes were made. 

Meat was salted and put into tubs for the 
winter. Beer was brewed and put into big 
casks. Great stacks of firewood were heaped up 
ready for the cold weather. Milk and barley 
bread were the chief food. Fresh beef and 
mutton were eaten in the summer, and salted 
meat in the winter. 

In the winter months hunting was carried 
on, and beasts and birds were killed for food. 

So we see that, in the olden time, most of the 
people had to work hard, and live quietly, just 
as men do now. 

Write out and Learn 

1. In the spring the farmers sowed their crops of oats and barley. 

2. In the summer they cut their hay and went fishing. 

3. In the autumn they reaped their crops, and drove their pigs 

into the woods to feed on acorns. 

4. In the winter they tended their sheep and cattle, and made 

all kinds of things for use and wear. They also hunted 
beasts and birds. 
5 So we see that in the olden time men had to work hard just as 
they do now. 



14. CHILDREN IN THE OLDEN TIME 

We do not know very mucli about what 
children did in the olden times, for the old books 
do not say very much about them. 
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In those days thera were some people who 
were free, and others who were slaves. Children 
of free people were dressed like their mothers 
and fathers. Their hair was nicely combed and 
braided, and left to grow all its length. The 
children of slaves had their hair cut short. 

They wore strings of glass beads round their 
necks. The little girls played with dolls made of 
wood and rag, and no doubt they washed them 
and dressed them, just as httle girls do now. 
When they grew older, they were taught how to 
sew, and spin, and cook. 

The boys played at football and marbles. 
They helped to feed the beasts, and when they 
grew older they learned how to fish and hunt. 
They dared not go far into the woods for fear of 
the wolves. 

But their time was not all spent in play. 
They had to learn lessons too. The master held 
the book in his hand, and he read the lesson over 
and over again to the children, until they knew 
it by heart. 

We have some of the old books that they 
learned from. Here are some of the things they 
had to learn : — 

^ What is snow ? ' 

* Dried water.' 

' I know a thing that flies. It has an iron 
beak ; its tail is of feathers, and it carries death 
with it. What is it ? ' 

' An arrow.' 
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' What do you get to eat ? ' 

* Meat and herbs, and fish, and butter, and 
cheese, and beans.' 

* And what to drink ? ' 
' Water.' 



OLD ENGLISH MAP OF THE WORLD 

Here is a map of the world taken from one 
of these old books. You will see that it is not 
much like the map of the world that we have 

now. {Adapted from York PoicelVs • Old Stories/rom English History:) 



Write out and Learn 

1. Children of free people were dressed like their fathers and mothers, 

and wore their hair long. 

2. Children of slaves wore their hair short. 

3. When young they played as children do now. As they grew 

older they were taught to sew, to spin, and to cook. 

4. They also had lessons to learn. The teacher held the book, 

and the children had to learn by heart all he told them. 
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15. THE DANES 

We have read that after the E/Omans went 
away, the Saxons came and took the land from 
the Britons. 

In the Saxon times, other fierce robbers came 
in their ships from over the sea to rob and kill. 
These men were called Danes. They were great 



A DANISH SHIP OF WAR 

sailors, and came from a land that was not so 
good to live in as England was. So they used to 
come in their ships, and after landing they would 
kill the people, and rob their houses, and burn 
the churches. 

For a long time the Saxons did their best to 
drive them away. But in the times when Alfred 
was king, so many of them came, that even 
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Alfred had for a time to run away and hide. 
However, he beat them at last in a great fight, 
and made peace with them. 

The Danes had good ships. From this pic- 
ture of one you will see that it was long and 
narrow. It had only one mast and a great 
square sail, that was made of strips of red, and 
white, and green cloth, which was very bright 
and gay, when the sun shone upon it. 

All round the sides of the ship were placed 
the shields of the men, who sat behind them, 
rowing with the long oars. 

The Danes were good sailors and brave 
fighters, and though they were often very cruel, 
stUl they were brave men. They would die 
rather than give in. 

But they had never been taught that it is 
wrong to fight except in a good cause. They 
did not know that it is a noble thing to help the 
weak against the strong. Though they often did 
evil deeds, they were true to their friends, and 
did their duty as far as they knew it. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Banes came to try to take the land away from the English. 

2. They were good sailors and came from over the sea. 

8. When Alfred was king so many Danes came that he had to 
go into hiding. 

4. At last he beat them in a great fight and made peace with 

them. 

5. The Danes had good ships that were painted very gaily. 

6. They were cruel men, but they did their duty as far as they 

knew it. 
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16. ALFRED THE GOOD 

Alfred is often called ' the great ; ' but per- 
haps it would be better to call him ' the good.' 
For he spent his life in teaching his people, and 
in helping them to live better lives. 

He was wise enough to see, how learning 
and the love of good books can make men better. 
And so he sent to other lands for good men to 
come and teach his people. He set up schools, 
and sometimes went and taught the children 
himself. 

The fame of all this spread abroad, and wise 
and learned men came to England, for they 
heard that Alfred was sure to be glad to see 
them. He was so kind to them, that many 
stayed with him to help him in his good work. 

He also wrote books. And he turned other 
books into English, so that his people might be 
able to read them. 

Alfred also built churches, and houses in 
which he put good men and women, so that they 
might work, and read, and pray in peace. 

After he had beaten the Danes in a great 
fight, he set to work to build a fleet of ships. 
These ships were always sailing along the coasts, 
so as to be ready to meet the Danish ships and 
drive them away. 

It would take a long time to tell of all the 
good that Alfred did. In one of liis books he 
says, ' As long as I have lived, I have striven ta 
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live worthily,' and the best men can do no more 
than that. 

He died after ruling for thirty years, and for 
a long time 'he was spoken of as ' Alfred the 
Truth-teller,' and ' Alfred the Darling of his 
people.' And though it is a thousand years 
since he hved, we still love him, as a king who 
did nobly, and always loved that which was 
good. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Alfred was King of England about a thousand years ago. 

2. He was a wise and good man. He spent his time in ruling 

and teaching his people. 

3. He set up schools and built churches. He wrote some books 

and turned others into English, so that his people might 
read them. 

4. He built many ships to beat back the Danes. After he died 

he was spoken of as ' Alfred the Truth- teller. 

17. KING CANUTE 

After Alfred's death, the Danes came again, 
and tried to take part of the land for themselves. 
Fighting went on for about a hundred years, and 
at last a Dane was chosen to be King of all 
England. 

This was Canute, one of the wisest of our 
kings. He said he would always do his best to 
take caro of his people, and try to make them 
happy. He kept his word, and so all men 
learned to trust him and to love him. 

He built many churches, most of which were 
built of stone. Up to this time churches had 
been built of wood. 
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He also loved singing, and at times he made 
verses for his men to sing. 

There was a great church and a home where 
good monks lived in the town of Ely. At that 
time the town stood on an island, and one day, as 
Canute and his queen were heing rowed in their 
hoat, they heard the monks singing. 

They could not make out the words that were 
being simg, though they could hear the sweet 
sounds. And so the king made this verse for his 
men to sing : — 

The Ely monks sang merrily 

As King Canute was rowing by ; 

Eow, men, to the land more near, 

That we the good monks' song may hear. 

Canute was veiy good to the monks of Ely, 
and gave fine gifts to their church, where he 
often went to hear them sing. 

We have had handed down to us, in old 
books, some good stories of Canute, and two of 
these we will next read about. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Canute the Dane became King of England about a hundred 

years alter the death of ' Alfred the Good.' 

2. He was a very good king. 

3. He built many churches and ruled his people justly. 

4. He loved singing, and sometimes made verses for his men to 

sing. 

18. CANUTE AND BODGE 

One mornini>* in the winter, Canute wanted 
to go from the place where he was staying to the 
island of Ely. 
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knew the best way across the ice, and so they 
soon reached Ely in safety. 

Then the king called Bodge to him, and 
when he knew that Bodge was a slave, he at 
once, set him free, and gave him some land for 

his own. {Adapted from York PowelVs ' Old Stories from EnglUh History.') 

Write out and Learn 

1. This is a story about Canute. 

2. He wanted to cross the ice with his horses and sledge, but 

was not sure that the ice was strong enough to bear them. 

3. A brave man named Bodge said he would run in front. 

4. He was so big and heavy that if the ice would bear him it 

would bear any weight. 

5. So he went in front, and the king crossed safely. Canute was 

so pleased that he made Bodge a free man. 



19. CANUTE TEACHES HIS FRIENDS A 
LESSON 

Canute was a wise and good man. Though 
he was such a great king, he was not proud. 

When he was away in Rome, he wrote a long 
letter to his people. In the letter he said that 
he had made up his mind to try to rule them 
better than before. We can see by this letter, 
how Canute wished to serve God in all things, 
and how much he wished his people to be good. 

Now Canute had some men about him, who 
tried to win his favour by praising him. 

He was too wise to believe all the fine things 
they said about him, and one day he made up 
his mind to teach them a lesson. They were all 
do^Ti by the sea-shore, and some of them began 
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to say how wise Canute was, and that he was the 
greatest king that had ever lived. 

' Bring my chair,' said he, * and place it close 
to the water's edge, where the tide will soon 
begin to flow.' 

Seating himseK in his chair, he raised his 
hand in command and shouted : ' Sea, come no 
further. Thou art under my rule as much as 
the land. I forbid thee to flow over my land or 
to wet my feet.' 

But the sea crept nearer and nearer. Soon 
the little waves beat around his chair and wetted 
his feet and clothes. 

Then, turning to his men, he said : ' See how 
weak is the power of an earthly king. God 
alone has power over all, and can make the tide 
to ebb and flow. He only is worthy of the name 
of King. 

' Honour then God and serve Him, for Him 
do all things obey.' 

It is said that from that day Canute never 
wore his crown. He hung it up in a church, so 
that all men might see how little he thought of 
earthly power. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Though he was a great king, Canute was not proud. 

2. Some of his friends tried to win his favour by praising him. 

3. So he had his chair set by the sea-shore. Then he stood up 

and told the waves to come no further. 

4. When the water began to flow round his chair he pointed out 

the weakness of the power of an earthly king. * God alone 
is worthy to be called a King,' he said. 
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20. THE LAST SAXON KING 

For nearly two hundred years after the death 
of the great King Alfred, Saxon kings ruled in 
England. But in that time there were also three 
Danish kings. 

The last Saxon king hut one was a very good 
man, named Edward. He spent most of his time 
in reading and praying. 

He huilt many churches and was very good 
to the poor. But he had one very had fault. 
He liked the men who lived in a land not far 
from England, hetter than he liked his own 
people. These men were the Normans, and they 
were ruled over hy a hrave man named William, 
who was cousin to the English king. 

It was said that Edward had told WUliam 
that he should he King of England. And when 
at last Edward lay dying, his friends came to 
him, and hegged that he would say who should 
he king after him. 

Lifting his head he said : ' I should like my 
cousin William to he king, and I think some of 
you have hound yourselves to him.' 

But his friends said : ' Sir, if we have any 
king hut Harold, we shall have no peace.' 

' Then choose whom you will,' said the dying 

man. 

He died soon afterwards, and was huried in a 
fine church, where his tomh stands to this day. 
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And so Harold, the last of the Saxon kings, 
came to rule over England. 

William the Norman thought he had a better 
right to be king than Harold. But Harold was 
chosen king by the people, and thus he was the 
only man who had any real right. 

Harold was a strong and brave man, and was 
loved by his people. But he did riot rule over 
them long, for William the Norman made up his 
mind that he would turn Harold off the throne, 
and be king in his place. 

Write out and Learn 

1. For nearly two hundred years after the death of Alfred the 

Good there were Saxon kings in England. But in that time 
there were also three Danish kings. 

2. Edward was the last but one of the Saxon kings. 

3. He wanted William the Norman to be king after him. 

4. But the people chose Harold, and he was the last of the Saxon 

kings. 
6. Harold was strong and brave, and was loved by his people. 
But William the Norman was angry, and said he would turn 
Harold off the throne. 



21. WILLIAM THE NOEMAN SAILS TO 
ENGLAND 

William the Norman lived in a land just over 
the sea to the south of England. 

It is said that when he was born, an old 
nurse laid him down upon a bed of straw. The 
baby put out his little hand, and when his nurse 
came to pick him up, she saw that each hand 
was full of straw. 

' You will be a great lord some day,' said she, 

1) 
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' and win lands and riches, since you begin to 
take hold of things so early.' 

When he grew up to be a man, he ruled his 
people firmly and wisely. Men dared not do 
wrong for fear William should hear of it. 

When he heard that the people of England 
had made Harold king, he was very angry. He 
called his great men about him, and told them 
how he ought to have been made king. Then, 
he said that he had made up his mind to go and 
fight Harold. 

He asked them if they would go Avith him to 
help him. At first they did not want to go, but 
after a time William talked them all over. He 
told his friends that, if they would help him to 
take England, he would give them fine lands and 
houses and slaves. 

Then they began to get ready, and men were 
soon busy in every town making swords and 
spears. Large stores of food were got ready, 
and ships were built in every port. 

At last they set sail. There was quite a 
large army, and as ships in those days were very 
small, it took many hundreds of them to carry 
the army across. 

William had a fine new ship, that was a gift 
to him from his wife. The sails were red and 
white, and at the top of the mast was a big 
lamp to show the way to the other ships at 
night. 

And so the Normans came over to Ens:land. 



^o^ 
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They landed on the south coast, and then waited 
for Harold and his men to come and fight them. 
Write out and Learn 

1. WiJUam the Norman lived in a land that lies over the sea to 

the south of England. 

2. When he heard that Harold was made king he was very angry, 

and said he would go over and fight him. 

3. His men said they would go with him. So they set sail in 

many ships. 

4. They landed on the south coast, and waited for Harold and his 

men to come and fight them. 



22. THE FIGHT AT SENLAC 

The EngHsh took up their post upon the top 
and side of a hill. They dug a ditch in front of 
them, and inside the ditch they put up a fence 
of strong stakes. 

The English fought on foot, and each man 
was armed with a sword and a big axe, that was 
held by both hands. 

. Harold planted his great flag on the top of 
the hill, and there he stood with his best friends 
about him, ready for the fight. He told his men 
to stand firmly close to each other. ' For,' said 
he, ' if we break our line, the Normans will beat 
us; but if we stand steady, we must win the 
day.' 

The Normans fought on horseback, and 
many of them could shoot with the bow. 

The fight began in the morning, and lasted 
for many hours without either side getting the 
better of the other. 
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Once a cry was raised that William was slam. 
But, jumpicLg up, he shouted to his men : ' I am 
here, safe and sound, and mean to win the day.' 

As long as the English kept close to each 
other at the top of the hill the Normans could 
not heat them. But in the afternoon some of 
the EngUsh forgot the king's order, and rushed 
down the hill after some Normans who were 
running away. Thus the English line was 
hroken. 

Then William told his archers to shoot their 
arrows high into the air, so that they might fafl 
upon the heads of the English. As the sun was 
setting an arrow struck Harold in the eye. At 
the same time the Normans made a fierce charge 
upon the Saxons, and Harold and two of his 
brothers were slain, and his flag was beaten to 
the ground. 

And so ended the great fight at Senlac, and 
so died the last of the Saxon kings. 

At night, by the hght of the bonfires, good 
men and women went over the battle-field, tend- 
ing those who were hurt, and burying the dead. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The English were posted on a hill. Here Harold planted his flag. 

2. The English fought on foot. Most of the Normans were on 

horseback. 

3. The English were beaten, and Harold was killed. 

4. This great fight is called the * Battle of Hastings ' (1066). 

5. WilUam the Norman became king. 

6. In time all the land came into the hands of the Normans 
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28. ENGLAND IN SAXON TIMES 

For about five hundred years the English 
had lived in the land, and for more than two 
hundred years their own kings had ruled over 
them. During this long time the English had 
learned very many things that helped to make 
them wiser and better. 

After William the Norman had beaten the 
English, he wanted to find out all about the land 
he had taken. 

So he had a big book made, in which was put 
down all that could be learned about the country. 
This book was called the Domesday Book. In 
it were set down the names of the towns, and 
the people who lived in them ; the size and 
shape of the farm lands ; what was grown upon 
them ; and the number of sheep, cattle, and 

pigs. 

From it we learn, that the greater part of the 
land was still covered with woods. But many 
clearings had been made, in which corn and 
other crops were grown. 

Towns had sprung up in many places, and 
London had become the chief sea-port. There 
were more people living in the south and east, 
than in the other parts of the country. Large 
flocks of sheep were fed on the downs just as 
they are to this day. 

Churches were built in the towns and villages, 
and men learned to know the true God. 
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The English had many ships, and traded with 
people who hved over the sea. They sent away 
slaves and wool, which they sold for such things 
as wine, silk, and glass, or for gold and silver. 

A large part of these times was filled up 
with cruel wars. But there were always the 
wise and good monks who were ever teaching 
the people how to do what was right. And 
there were always the hard-working farmers who 
raised crops, and kept cattle and sheep. 

During the Saxon times the English, instead 

of being split up into many tribes, each with its 

own chief, grew up to be one nation, ruled over 

by its king. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The English lived in the land for about six hundred years before 

William the Norman became king. 

2. We learn much about England in those days from the 

* Domesday Book.' This was made by William the Norman. 

3. Much of the land was still forest. Towns had spnmg up in 

many places. London had become the chief sea-port. 

4. The English had learned to trade, and sent their ships to other 

lands. 

5. They had learned about God, and had become one nation, 

ruled over by their own king. 

24. WILLIAM THE NOKMAN 

WiUiam was made King of England on 
Christmas Day, in the year 1066. He wished to 
please the English, and said that he would rule 
over them as well as any king had done before 
him. 

Then he went to his home for a time. But 
he soon had to come back again. Por the Eng- 
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lish began to think that they had given in too 
easily, and so they tried to get their lands back 
from the Normans. 

For five long years William had no rest. 
Pirst the people in the West rose against him. 
When he was away fighting them, the men of 
the North rose up, and killed many of his 
friends. 

At last William became very angry, and did 
many cruel things. In the North, he drove all 
the poor people out of their homes, and burnt 
their houses, and laid all the land waste. 

Then for a time there was peace in the land. 
The king kept up the good old English laws, and 
wicked men dared not do wrong, because they 
feared the king. 

But there was not much peace for William. 
Robert, the eldest of his sons, was both lazy and 
careless. He wanted his father to give him a 
large part of his lands to rule over. ' No,' said 
William, * it is not my way to take off my 
clothes before I go to bed.' 

Then the wicked young man made war upon 
his father. Having hurt his father in battle he 
was very sorry, and begged for pardon. At first 
the king was very angry, but at last he forgave 
his son, and so peace was made. 

When William lay upon his deathbed, he 
sent for his three sons, and told them the story 
of his life. 

He said : ' When I think of my sins, I am 
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sore afraid. I have been a man of war from my 
youth up. I won a crown by force of arms, not 
by right. 

' But I have tried to rule rightly over the 
land which I won by wrong. 

*And now, I pray you, my sons, follow me 
so far as I have done rightly, but shun the faults 
into which I have fallen.' 

Then he blessed his three sons. He gave 

orders for some of his money to be given to the 

poor, and the rest to the Church. And soon 

after he died. 

Write out and Learn 

1. WiUiam was made King of England on Christmas Day, 1066. 

2. The EngHsh soon rose against the Normans, and it took five 

more years before the land was at peace. 

3. William kept up the good old English laws, and ruled justly. 

4. When he died he left money to be given to the poor and 

money also to the Church. 



25. THE EED KING 

After William the Norman was dead, his son 
William ruled in his stead. This son is often 
called the ' Red King.' He hegan his reign 
well, and did what his father had told him. He 
was very brave and proud. Once, when he was 
about to set sail, the master of the ship said the 
sea was too rough, and that they might all be 
drowned. 

' Set sail ! ' said the Red King ; ' I never 
heard of a king being drowned.' 

His father had been very fond of hunting 
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the deer, and had made many great Deer Parks. 
To make one of them, he had driven hundreds of 
poor people out of their homes, and turned all 
their lands into a hig hunting ground. This was 
called the New Forest. It has been kept as a 
forest unto this day, and still has the same name. 

It was said, that William the Norman loved 
the deer better than he loved his people. And 
he had no mercy on men who killed the deer. 

One day, the Red King started with some 
friends to hunt the deer in the New Porest. As 
he was mounting his horse, a man came up and 
gave him six fine new arrows. 

The king was very pleased, and, picking out 
two of them, he handed them to a friend, at the 
same time saying : ' Here, Walter, take these 
two arrows ; I know you will make the best use 
of them.' 

Then they rode off in search of the deer. 
Soon a fine stag came rushing past them. The 
king shot with his bow but missed him. 

So he shouted to his friend : ' Shoot ! Walter I 
Shoot ! You will not miss him.' 

Walter shot with all his might, but the arrow 
glanced off a tree and struck the king, who fell 
dead from his horse. Seeing that the king was 
dead, Walter turned and fled. 

At sunset some poor men came by, and find- 
ing the dead king they put him into a cart, and 
took him away to a great church at Winchester, 
where he was buried. 
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Thus we see, that the Red King was killed 
in the same forest that his father had driven so 
naany poor people away from. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Bed King was very brave and proud. He was very fond 

of hunting in the New Forest, which his father William the 
Norman had made. 

2. In order to make this forest, many poor people had been driven 

from their homes. 

3. One day, when hunting in the New Forest, the Red King was 

shot by an arrow, and there died. 

4. Some poor men coming by, saw the dead body of the king. 

They put it into a cart and took it to Winchester, and in the 
great church there the Red King was buried. 

26. THE WHITE SHIP 

The next king was Henry the Scholar. 
Once, as he was ahout to set sail from France to 
England, a man came to him and said : 

' Sir, my father served your father all his life 
upon the sea. I have here a fine vessel called 
the White Ship ; I pray you come on board, and 
let me carry you to England.' 

' I am sorry, friend,' said the king, * that I 
cannot sail with the son of the man who served 
my father. But my son and his friends shall go 
with you.' 

So the young prince set sail in the White 
Ship. It was a fine night, and the prince and 
his friends sat up on the deck, and talked, and 
laughed, and sang. He was so pleased with the 
ship, that he did a very foolish thing. He gave 
the sailors a great deal of wine to drink, and this 
made them unfit to take care of the ship. 
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'so MANY LEAPED INTO THK BOAT THAT IT SANK' 
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All at once the ship struck on a rock and 
hegan to sink. 

The captain got out a boat, and the prince 
and a few of his friends stepped into it. * Push 
off,' said the captain, * and row to the land. It 
is not far, and the sea is smooth. The rest of us 
must die.' 

But as they rowed away, the prince heard 
the voice of his sister calling for help. 

' How back,' he cried, ' row back. I cannot 
bear to leave her.' 

They rowed back, and as the prince held out 
his arms for his sister, so many leaped into the 
boat that it sank, and all were drowned. 

Of all the people in the ship only one man 
was saved, and he was a poor butcher, who kept 
himself afloat in his big sheep-skin coat until he 
was picked up. 

Por a time no one dared to tell the king. But 
at last the king's friends sent a httle child, who, 
with tears in his eyes, told him that the White 
Ship was lost. It is said that, when he heard 
the sad news, the king fell to the ground like* a 
dead man, and was never seen to smile again. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Henry * the Scholar * was the next king. 

2. Once, when he was about to sail back to England, a man 

begged that he would go with him in the White Ship. 

3. The king could not go himself, so he said that his son should 

sail in it. 

4. But the ' White Ship ' struck on a rock, and the prince was 

drowned. 

5. It is said that the king never smiled again. 
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27. THE ENGLISH UNDER THE NORMANS 

When the Normans took the country, evil 
times fell upon the poor English. Though most 
of the kings tried to see that the Enghsh were 



KEEP OF ROCHESTER CASTLE 



well treated, they were not always strong enough 
to make their great nohles do that which was 
right and just. 

The lands, and houses, and cattle of many of 
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the rich English were taken away from them, 
and given to the men who had helped William 
the Norman in his great fight with Harold. The 
poor people were made to work hard for their 
Norman masters, and were little better than 
slaves. 

There were not nearly so many people in the 
land as there are now. London has three times 
as many as there then were in all England. 

The Normans were fond of living in big 
castles, which they built in all parts of the 
country. The ruins of some of them may be 
seen to this day, and so we are able to see the 
kind of houses in which the rich Normans hved. 

They also built many grand churches. The 
picture on the next page shows us what one of 
them was like. 

Most of the houses, even in the towns, were 
still built of wood, and were covered with thatch. 

The Normans brought many new ways into 
the country. They were very fond of gay clothes, 
and also of good cooking. The English soon 
learnt to do as the Normans did, but they never 
gave up their own speech, and in time the Nor- 
mans also learnt to speak English. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Much of the land, and houses, and cattle of the English was 

taken by the Normans. 

2. The poor English people were made to work hard for their 

Norman masters. 

3. The Normans built many strong castles, and also some fine 

churches, some of which stand to this day. 

4. In time the Normans learned to speak English. 
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PART OF DURHAM CATHEDRAL, BUILT IN NORMAN TIMES 
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28. RICHARD LION-HEART 

This was a very brave king, and so men 
called him the ' Lion-Heart.' 

He was very fond of music and singing. But 
he was not a good king, for he went away for 
many years to fight in other lands. 

While he was away, bad men were cruel to 
the poor, and did many wicked things, because 
there was no strong king to keep them in order. 

Richard was very brave, no doubt, and many 
tales are told of the great deeds he did, when 
fighting in the Holy Land. 

On his way home he fell into the hands of a 
man who hated him, and shut him up in a strong 
castle. 

'For a time no one in England knew where 
Richard was. An old story tells us how one of 
his friends, a man who had many a time sung 
and played to the king, started off to find him. 
He went from castle to castle, and stood below 
the walls, and sang some songs which he knew 
that Richard loved. 

One day as he sang, he heard a voice that 
came from some room high up in the castle, 
singing the same song, and he knew that the 
singer must be his king. 

When it became known where Richard was, 
a large sum of money was paid to set him free. 

Even when he came back to England, he did 
not rule as justly as he ought. 
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He built a strong castle in France which he 
called the ' Saucy Castle.' But he did not hve 
long after it was done. 



BICHABD LION-HEART 



When fighting outside the waUs of a castle 
that he was trying to take, he was struck by an 
arrow and soon lay dying. The man who fired 
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the shot was brought before him. ' What have 
I done to thee,' asked Richard, 'that thou 
shouldest slay me ? ' 

*Thou hast slain my father and two of my 
brothers with thy own hand,' said the man. 

On hearing this, and seeing how brave he 
was, Richard forgave him, and said that he was 
to go free. But his friends kept the man till the 
king was dead, and then put him to death. 

Write out and Leaxn 

1. Biehard Lion-Heart was a very brave man, but was not a very 

good king. 

2. He spent some of his time fighting in the Holy Land. On 

his way home he was taken and shut up in a strong castle. 

3. A large siun of money had to be paid to set him free. 

4. When he lay dying he was noble enough to forgive the man 

who shot the arrow that killed him. 

29. KING JOHN AND AETHUK 

John was not a good king. He was so cruel 
to his people, and ruled so unjustly, that they 
were very unhappy, and rose up against him. 

They soon had a large army, and John found 
that, if he wished to be king any longer, he must 
be willing to rule better than he had done before. 

So he said he would do as they wished, and 
that he would be just to all men. All the good 
things he told his men he would do, were written 
down on a paper, that was called the * Great 
Charter.' 

And ever since that day, England has been a 
better land for men to live in than ever it was 
before. 
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But the worst of all John's wicked deeds was 
his treatment of his brother's son Arthur. 

He shut him up in a prison in France, far 
away from his home. Poor Arthur was very sad 
and lonely at first, but he soon made friends with 
a man named Hubert, who was put in charge of 
him. 

One day Arthur saw that Hubert had a very 
sad face. 'What is the matter, Hubert?' he 
said. * Why do you look so grave ? 

* It is only I that should be sad. If I were 
out of prison and kept sheep, I should be merry 
as the day is long. 

' Are you sick, Hubert ? You look so pale 
to-day. I wish you were a little sick, that I 
might sit all night and watch with you. 

' I am sure I love you more than you do me.' 

But Hubert only shook his head, and did not 
speak. For in his hand he held a letter from 
King John, telling him to put out both poor 
Arthur's eyes. 

Hubert had not the heart to tell the boy 
what a cruel thing he had to do. So he gave 
the letter to Arthur for him to read. 

As he read it his face grew pale, and big 
tears rolled down his cheeks. 

' What, Hubert ! Must you with hot irons 
bum out both my eyes ? ' 

' My boy, I must, or the king will take my 
life.' 

' Oh, Hubert, have you the heart to do such 
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a cruel deed ? Have I not always loved you as 
a son? 

'When you have been sick, have I not 
nursed you ? And will you put out my eyes, 
that never did, nor ever shall, so much as frown 
upon you ? ' 

And Hubert's heart grew soft within him, as 
he heard the cry of the boy he loved so well. 
He felt that he could not do such a cruel deed, 
and so for the time Arthur's life was safe. 

But John was afraid that his men would 
turn him off the throne and make little Arthur 
king in his stead. 

So he kept Arthur in prison, and soon after 
it was said that he was dead. How he died no 
one knows, but there is no doubt that John was 
the cause of his death. 

After this, people hated John more than ever. 
They rose up against him, and made him do what 
they wished. He lost much of his land, and 
when he died all his people were glad that such 
a bad king no longer ruled over them. 

Write out and Learn 

1. John was a bad king, and did many evil deeds. His people 

rose against him, and made him sign a paper saying he would 
rule them better. This paper is called the Great Charter (1215). 

2. He shut Arthur up in a strong castle. He was afraid his 

people might make Arthur king. 

3. At last poor Arthur was killed, and his wicked micle was the 

cause of his death. 

4. When King John died his people were glad. 
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30. A GREAT KING 

Edward the First was one of our greatest 
kings. He was a strong and wise man, who 
made all men obey the laws. He made many 
wise laws, and in his days, men were able to do 
their work and live in peace. 

In an earlier lesson, we read that when the 
English came and took this land for themselves, 
the Welsh were driven into Wales. 

There they had hved since that time. They 
had their own kings, and never had an English 
king to rule over them. The Welsh were brave 
men. They were very fond of poetry and 
singing, and played on the harp with great 
skill. 

King Edward made up his mind, that he 
would rule over the Welsh. So he went to war 
with them, and in the end the Welsh king was 
killed. Then his people gave in. And since 
that time Wales has been ruled by the King of 
England. 

In order to please the Welsh, the king said 
that his eldest son should be Prince of Wales. 
And ever since that time, the eldest son of the 
king has been called by that name. 

Not only did Edward beat the Welsh, but he 
also tried to make the Scotch king and people 
take him for their over-lord — that is, their 
master. 

j^-t first Edward got his own way, but the 
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Scotch king soon grew tired of having him as 
lord, and rose up against him. 

For a time, Edward was able to make nearly 
all the country give in to him, and he put the 
Scotch king in prison. 

But as soon as he left to go to England, other 
brave men took up the fight, and Edward had to 
begin his work all over again. The bravest of 
these men were Wallace and Bruce. And it was 
when Edward was an old man, and was on his 
way to fight Bruce, that he was taken ill and 
died. 

Edward was a good man, and a wise and 
hard-working king. It was said of him, that he 
was always truthful and ' kept faith.' 

Write out and Learn 

1. Edward the First was a great and wise king. He made many 

good laws. 

2. He made the Welsh take him for their king, and his son was 

the first Prince of Wales. 

3. He tried to make the Scotch take him for their king. He spent 

much of his time in fighting the Scotch, who were led b^ 
Wallace and Brace. 

4. But the Scotch won in the end. • 

5. It was said of him that he was always truthful and 'kept 

faith.' 



31. THE BLACK PRINCE AT CRECY 



fiftgr years. He was very fond of fighting, and 
made up his mind to try to be king of France, as 



Edward the Third ruled over England for 
W years. He wi 
de up his mind t 
well as of England. 
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So he set sail with 
a big army and soon 
reached France. His 
men were very brave, 
and were ready to go 
anywhere their king 
might lead them. 

The French came to 
meet him with a larger 
army, hoping to beat 
the English, and send 
them back to their own 
country again. At last 
the two armies met, 
and a great fight took 
place. This was the 
battle of Crecy. 

Most of the English 
had been taught how 
to shoot with bows and 
arrows. Their bows were 
very strong, and their 
arrows were very sharp. 
And the English were 
such strong men, that 
they could shoot their 
arrows a very long way. 

They shot them so 
thick and fast, that the 
French could not stand 

EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE, FROM 

against them. his tomb at cantebbuby : 

SHOWING THE KIND OF ARMOUR 

WORN IN THOSE DAYS. 
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Now the king had with him his eldest son, 
who was then quite a boy. At one time during 
the fight, the Prince was hard pressed by the 
French, and some of his friends were afraid that 
he might be killed. 

So they sent to the king for help. The king 
asked : ' Is my son dead, or hurt, or felled to the 
ground ? ' 

' No, Sir, but he is hard pressed.' 

' Then,' said the king, ' go back to those who 
sent you, and tell them to send no more for help, 
as long as my son is alive. I wish the glory of 
winning the fight to be his.' 

So they kept on with the fight, until many of 
the Prench were killed and the rest ran away. 

When the fight was over the king came 
down to the field of battle and said to his son : 

* Sweet son, God grant that you may go on 
as you have this day begun; and you will be 
worthy to be a king.' 

But the prince bowed and gave all the glory 
to his father. And this was the first great fight 
won by the Black Prince, as he came to be 
called. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Edward the Third ruled over England for fifty years. 

2. He tried to make the French take him for their king. So he 

went to France with his army. 

3. The English won a great fight at Crecy. This was the first battle 

won by his son the Black Prince, as he came to be called. 
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32. A GOOD QUEEN AND THE MEN OP 
CALAIS 

After the great fight at Crecy, the English 
made up their minds to take the town of Calais, 
sp that they might always have a safe place in 
Prance for their ships. 

They made a strong camp all round the town, 
so that no one could go either in or out. 

The French, who were inside the town, were 
very brave men. They said they would rather 
die for want of food, than give up their town. 

The English would not let any food go in, 
and in time the people were starving. But still 
they held out. Many months passed like this, 
and King Edward was very angry- He sent to 
say that he knew they must give in, for want of 
food. 

' But,' he said, ' if six of the chief men of the 
town will come to me with chains round their 
necks, and the keys of the town in their hands, 
then I will forgive all the rest.' 

The people were very sad when they heard 
this. At last a brave man rose up and said : ' It 
would be a great pity to let so many people die 
for lack of food. I have such faith in God's 
goodness to me, that I am willing to give up my 
life to save my friends.' 

Then five others said they would go with 
him. An.d so these six brave men were brought 
before the king. 
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They fell upon their knees, and begged him 
to have pity upon them. But he only looked 
angrily at them, and ordered that their heads 
should be cut off. 

Now the queen, who had crossed over to 
France to see the king, was so sorry for the poor 
men, that she fell upon her knees, and with 
tears in her eyes, she said : 

' Ah, gentle Sir, since I have crossed the sea, 
I have not asked you one favour. Now I most 
humbly beg, for the sake of the love you have 
for me, that you will spare the lives of these 
poor men.' 

The king looked at her for some time without 
speaking. Then he said : ' Dear lady, you have 
asked in such a way that I cannot say nay. 
Take the men and do as you will with them.' 

Then everyone was glad. And the good 
queen took them, and having fed them, sent 
them back happy to their homes. 

Write out and Learn 

1. After the great fight at Crecy, Edward tried to take the town of 

Calais. 

2. He would not let any food be taken into the town, and so in time 

the people were starving. 

3. At last he said he would forgive the rest if fiix of the chief men 

would come to him with the keys of the town in their hands 
and chains round their necks. 

4. Six brave men said they would go, so that the rest might be 

saved. 

5. The king was very angry, and gave orders that their heads 

should be cut oflF. But his good queen begged for their lives, 
and so they were set free. 
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33. THE BLACK PRINCE AND THE FRENCH 

KING 

The Black Prince spent nearly all his life in 
fighting in France. 

He was a noble prince, and it seems a pity 
that his life should have been spent in this way. 
But those were cruel times, and the most a good 
man could do was to do his duty as far as he 
knew it. 

Though the Black Prince did many cruel 
deeds, he also did many kind ones. 

In one great battle that he won against the 
Prench, he was able to take the King of Prance. 
Some men would have been harsh and unkind to 
the French king. But the Black Prince knew 
that it was far nobler to treat him well, now that 
he had him in his camp. 

So he served him at table with his own 
hands, and when he came back to London, he 
made the king ride side by side with him 
through the streets. 

In this way he taught all men the lesson 
that it is noble to be kind to fallen foes. 

The French king showed that he could act as 
nobly as the Black Prince. He was sent back to 
France to try to raise a large sum of money to 
pay the Black Prince to set him free. 

And when he found that he could not get the 
money, he kept his word, and came back again 
to London, where he spent the rest of his life. 
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'he Black Prince never became king of 
and, for he died a year before his father, 
we are proud of him, for he was a brave 
who tried to do his duty. 

Write out and Learn 

Black Prince spent nearly all his life in fighting the French. 
)r one great battle that the Black Prince won, the King of 
:ance gave himself up to him. 

Black Prince was kind to his fallen foe, and waited upon 
m with his own hands. 

never became King of England, as he died the year before 
s father. 



34. WAT TILEK 

he long wars with France had made food 
dear in England. Poor people were often 
hungry, and they began to think that the 
and the rich men did not treat them fairly, 
lid not care what became of them, 
t last, large numbers of the people made up 
minds that they would go to the king, and 
dm of their troubles. So they marched to 
on under a leader whose name was Wat 

he king was quite a boy. His name was 

Bird, and he was a son of the Black Prince. 

[e was sorry for the poor people, and so, 
some of his friends about him, he rode 
to meet Wat Tiler and his men. He was 

ve young king to be \\dlling to go to meet 

a number of angry men. 

eeing the king coming, Wat Tiler rode up 
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to him, and begged him to be just to the poor, 
and to let all men be free to kill wild beasts and 
game in the woods. 

As they talked, one of the king's friends 
became angry, and, drawing his sword, he struck 
Wat Tiler to the groimd. 

When the men saw their leader fall they 
shouted : ' Let us stand by each other. We will 
die with our leader. Shoot ! lads, shoot ! ' 

In another moment a dreadful fight would 
have begun, but the young king rode to them as 
quickly as he could, and called out :. * What is 
this, my men ? Will you shoot your king ? I 
will be your leader, and will give you what you 
ask for ! ' 

Seeing the boldness of the king, they turned 
and went with him out of the city. This was 
the end of the rising. Most of the men went 
back to their homes, but many were taken by 
the king's friends and killed. 

Por the king could not do for thein as he said 
he would. And so for the time the poor people 
were no better off than they were before. 

Write out and Iiearn 

1. The next king was Richard, son of the Black Prince. He was 

quite a boy when he became king. 

2. These were bad times for poor people, and many of them went 

to London to ask help of the king. 

3. Their leader was Wat Tiler. One of the king's friends killed 

Wat Tiler, and the king rode up to the angry men and 
shouted : * I will be your leader, and will give you what you 
ask for.' 

4. So the men went home again. But the king did not help them. 
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home are praying for us, so let us be of good 
cheer.' 

Then the fight began. The king fought with 
his own hands like one of his men. 

After a time the French gave way. Many 



HENliY THE FIFTH 



thousands of them were killed, and great treasure 
fell into the hands of the English. 

You may think how glad the people of 
England were when they heard of the great fight 
at Agincourt. 

Though Henry won a large part of France, 
he did not live long to enjoy it. 
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Write out and Learn 

1. Henry the Fifth tried to make the French take him for their 

king, just as Edward the Third had done. 

2. He was a very strong man. He was slow to promise, but he 

always kept his word. 

3. He sailed to France with an army of men. He won a great 

fight over the French, who then said that Henry should be 
king when their king was dead. 

4. Having won a large part of France, he died soon after. 



36. JOAN DAEC 

Por some years after Henry's death the 
English leaders were able to beat the French. 
But at last the French began to be able to beat 
the Enghsh, and this is how it came about. 

The Enghsh had for a long time been try- 
ing to take a town that had high waUs all 
round it. 

The people inside the town were starving, and 
made up their minds that, if help did not come 
very soon, they would have to give in and open 
the gates to the English. 

There was at that time a young girl named 
Joan Dare living in a small village in France. 
She was about seventeen years old, and spent her 
time in minding her father's cattle and in sewing 
and spinning. 

She was very good and kind, and had often 
felt her heart full of pity for the poor soldiers, 
who came home hurt from the wars. 

She was also very sorry for the young king 
of France, who was bravely fighting against the 
English. 
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She thought so much about these things, 
that at last she fancied she could see bright 
angels, who bade her go and try to save her 
country. 

So she went to the French king and told him 
all about it. He thought so much of what she 
said that he let her go to try to put hope into the 
hearts of his men. 

Mounted upon a white horse, she led the 
soldiers against the English. Pull of new hope 
and spirit, the French fought so well, that 
they were able to force their way into the 
town. 

And so the English gave up trying to take 
the town and marched away. 

Though she was only a poor girl, Joan Dare 
had done for the French what neither the king 
nor his nobles had been able to do. 

She had filled the minds of the soldiers with 
hope. From this time they fought as if they 
thought they should win, and after a time they 
drove the English from all parts of the country 
except one small town. 

But before this took place Joan Dare was 
dead. 

After the first fight she wished to go home 
again. She thought her work was done. But 
the king begged her to stay longer. So she kept 
with the army and led the men, who would follow 
her anywhere. 

But at last she was taken by some Frenchmen 
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who were not friendly with their king, and given 
up to the English. 

The English were very angry with her. They 
were very cruel in those days, and they now did 
a very cruel thing. They thought that Joan 
Dare was a witch, and so they made up their 
minds to bum her alive. 

As the flames leapt about her she cried out : 
* God sent me to help my countrymen. I am no 
witch, and great evil shall fall upon you for the 
cruel deed you are doing this day.' 

As she said this great fear fell upon all who 
stood near. 

* We are undone,' they said, * for this woman 
whom we have put to death was a saint indeed.' 

But Joan's work was done. She had given 

her life to save her country. And so we love and 

honour her name, and are sad at the thought 

that they were Englishmen who put her to such 

a cruel death. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Joan Dare was a poor girl. She was very sorry to see the 

English winning so many fights against the French. 

2. At last she made up her mind to go and help the French soldiers. 

3. Mounted on a white horse, she led them against the English, 

and they soon began to win. They took back nearly all that 
the English had won. 

4. But Joan Dare fell into the hands of the English. They thought 

she was a witch, and burned her to death. 

37. THE FIEST ENGLISH PEINTER 

Instead of talking about wars and cruel deeds we 

will now read about one of the greatest arts of peace. 

Up to about four hundred years ago, all books 
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2. Then a good and clever man named Cazton set up a printing- 

press in London. 

3. Before that time only the rich could learn to read and have 

books. Since then books have become cheaper and cheaper. 
Now both rich and poor can learn to read and write. 



38. THE PRINCES IN THE TOWER 

The Tower of London still stands as it has 
done for many hundreds of years. 

Many sad scenes and evil deeds have taken 
place within its walls, but perhaps the worst deed 
of all was the murder of the two young princes, 
Edward and Richard. 

They were but boys, who loved each other, 
and were good and kind to all about them. 

But they had a very wicked uncle, who had 
been made king of England, though the eldest of 
the two boys should have been king. So he put 
the two boys into the Tower of London, and there 
he kept them fast for a time. 

At length he made up his mind that they 
should be killed. So in the dead of night he sent 
two wicked men to the Tower. 

They found the two princes sleeping soundly 
in their bed, and they killed the poor boys where 
they lay. 

Their bodies were buried in a secret place in 
the Tower, and it was long before the exact spot 
became known. When men heard what had 
been done, they were very angry. Many of 
them rose up against the wicked king. 
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They got an army together, and at last they 
won a great fight, in which the wicked king was 
kiUed. 

This took place not very long after the death 
of the poor little princes. 

If ever you go to see the Tower of London, 
you will think of the sad fate of the two princes, 



THE TOWER OF LONDON 

and be glad that we live in times when such 
deeds are not done. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Richard the Third was a wicked king. There were two young 

princes named Edward and Kichard who had a better right to 
be king. 

2. So he put the two poor boys into the Tower of London. 

3. And one night he sent wicked men to kill them. 

4. This made the people \'ery angry. They rose up against the 

king, and he was killed in a battle. 
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39. COLUMBUS FINDS A NEW WORLD 

Four hundred years ago, men who lived in 
Europe did not know that there was another 
continent far away across the western seas. : 

They had heard of India, and they had seen 
in shops some of the lovely things that were 
made there. A few men had set out, mostly 
on foot, to the far East, and had brought back 
strange stories of the people who lived there. 
Pine silks and lovely shawls, and many pretty 
things, had been brought to Europe, and wonder- 
ful tales were told of the gold and silver and 
precious stones that were seen by travellers. 

But it was a long and toilsome way to go, and 
for many years men had wanted to find a shorter 
and easier road to these wonderful lands. 

In those days, men knew very Httle about 
the sea. They sailed in the waters that washed 
their coasts, but were afraid to go far from land. 
Their ships were small, and they had no good 
maps and charts as sailors have now. It was 
thought that the nearest way to India would be 
found by sailing away to the West. 

At length a brave sailor named Columbus 
became sure in his own mind that he could 
find the way. So he went to see the King of 
Spain, and told him what he thought he could 
do. 

The king was so pleased with Columbus that 
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he gave him some ships. And what small ships 
they were ! The largest was no bigger than the 
small cmf t that sail only from port to port around 
our coasts. Other brave men said they would 
go with him, and after spending some time in 
getting the ships ready, Columbus and his men 
set sail. 

Their friends were very sad at seeing them 
start, for very few thought that they would ever 
come back again. 

The weather was fine and the wind was fair, 
and for some days the ships sailed gaily away to 
the west. At length they left the last land 
behind, and the hearts of some of the men began 
to fail them. Rough sailors might have been 
seen on their knees, with the tears running down 
their cheeks. 

But Columbus cheered them by telling 
them of the wonderful lands which they were 
going to find. He told them of the gold and 
silver and precious stones that were to be had, 
and so with better spirits they kept on their 
way. 

As day after day passed without any sign of 
land, the sailors began to think they had lost 
their way in the boundless sea, and that they 
would never find the land they had set out to 
seek. In spite of all their grumblings, Colum- 
bus kept on his way. And at last, just as he 
had begun to think of giving up the search, land 
was seen not very far away. 
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Now all was joy on board the ships. The 
anchors were dropped. Columbus put on his 
gayest clothes and was rowed ashore. 

On landing, he and his men fell on their 
knees and thanked God for having brought them 
safely so far across the seas. 

At first the men who lived there were very 
much afraid. They had never seen either white 
men or ships before. They thought the latter 
must be big birds that had come down from the 
clouds. 

Columbus gave them some pretty things as 
gifts, and when they found that no harm was 
meant to them, they got over their fears and 
became very friendly. 

After spending a few days in this island, for 
so it proved to be, Columbus set sail in search of 
other lands. There was no grumbling now on 
the part of the sailors. They were happy in the 
thought that they had found the land they came 
to seek, and that they might soon return to their 
homes in Spain. 

But it was not India that they had found. It 
was part of a New World, and it was not till 
some years after that it was found what a strange 
error they had fallen into. 

After staying for a few months, Columbus 
set sail for home. He wanted to tell the King 
of Spain of the new lands he had found. He 
took with him some of the natives, as well as 
pretty birds and fine fruits, and many other 
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things. But, above all, he thought most of the 
gold and silver that he brought back with him. 

After meeting with many storms, he at 
length reached Spain, where he had long been 
given up for lost. Great was the joy on his 
return. The church bells were rung, guns were 
fired, and the people rushed to the harbour to 
see the ships come sailing in. The king was so 
pleased, that he gave rich gifts to Columbus and 
his men. 

The news of finding new lands in the West 
soon spread all through Europe. Many other 
ships started out, and in a few years a large part 
of the land which we now call South America 
was taken for the King of Spain. 

Write out and Learn 

1. About four hundred years ago Columbus set sail from Spain to 

try to find a new way to India. 

2. He did not find India, but he found the New World that we now 

caU America. 

3. He took these new lands for the King of Spain, who in time 

became master of nearly all South America. 



40. SIR THOMAS MOEE 

It is by reading about the lives of good men 
that we leam how to be good. 

One of the best and noblest men that ever 
lived was Sir Thomas More. He lived at a time 
when great changes were taking place in Eng- 
land. Henry the Eighth was king in those days. 
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KINO HENRY THE EIGHTH 
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He was a man who always tried to make those 
about him do what he wished. 

It did not matter to him whether what he 
wanted seemed right or wrong to his friends. 
All who served him had to obey him or lose 
their places, or even their lives. 

When Sir Thomas More was a boy, he was so 
bright and eager to learn, that his father asked a 
great man to take the boy into his household, so 
that he might be taught there. He was so 
merry and so clever, as well as so good, that the 
great man became very fond of him, and sent 
him to Oxford to study. 

Here he spent all his time at his books. He 
made many friends, and all who knew him came 
to love him. Por though he was always ready 
for sport and fun, he was good and true, and 
gentle and kind to others. He made many 
friends at Oxford, and among them were two of 
the most learned men of the day. 

After a time he came to live in London, and 
there he studied very hard, so that he might be a 
lawyer. At that time he lived a very hard life, 
sleeping on the boards instead of in a bed, and 
having a log of wood under his head in the place 
of a pillow. In this way he hoped to please and 
serve God. 

After a time he married a gentle young girl, 
and it was his delight to teach her to love books 
and music. 

They had four children, and then, to More's 
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great grief, his wife died. He loved his children 
very dearly, and took care to have them well 
taught. He also joined them in their sports, 
and often took a very learned friend to see the 
children's tame rabbits, and to watch the tricks 
of a pet monkey. 

After a time the king found out how ,good 
and clever More was, and so he made him one of 
the chief men in the land. He used to visit 
More at his home, and would walk with him in 
the garden and lean upon his shoulder. Then he 
would ask More to teach him how best to rule 
his people. 

But all this did not make More proud. He 
showed that above all things he wished to do 
what was right, and that he feared no man, not 
even the king. 

Por about two years things went well and 
More pleased the king. He had to spend most 
of his time at the king's court, but he would 
have been much happier with his children in his 
own home. His children wrote him many 
letters ; and one of his daughters, Meg, used to 
write him such clever letters in Latin that More 
would show them with much pride to some of 
his learned friends. 

But a quarrel arose with the king, and More 
had to give up his high post. He was now no 
longer a rich man, and so, calling his servants 
about him, he told them that he should not be 
able to keep them. They with tears in their 

a 
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eyes begged him to let them stay, even though 
he might not be able to pay them wages. But 
More would not have this, and found them other 
places. 

He was very glad to be at home again, and 
to be able to spend his time in quiet among the 
books he loved. The king did not leave him 
long in peace, for he had made up his mind that 
More should do what he wished, and so he sent 
for him. 

When More heard that the king wanted to 
see him he looked sad for a time. If he did 
what the king wanted him to do, he knew that 
he would once more be a great man. If he did 
not, he knew that he would be cast into prison 
and most likely lose his life. 

But he thought it was a wrong thing that 
the king wished him to agree to. As he was 
rowed in his boat to go and. see the king, he all 
at once lifted up his head and said to his son-in- 
law, ' I thank our Lord, my son, the field is won.' 
He could look happy now, for he had made up 
his mind to face death rather than do what he 
thought was wrong. 

So More was thrown into prison and the king 
said he must lose his life. His daughter Meg 
came to see him there. She fell upon his neck 
and kissed him, but her heart was so sad that she 
could say nothing but, ' Oh, my father ! oh, my 
father ! ' 

Even then More was calm and cheerful, and 
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did his best to cheer her. He gave her his 
blessing and said, * Do not grieve, for if I suffer 



SIB THOMAS MORE 



death it will be only by God's will.' Then she 
tore herself away, but having gone a few steps 
she came back, and again kissed him, weeping 
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all the time. Even the rough guards who stood 
near were moved to tears. 

At last the day came for him to die, but the 
thought of death did not make him sad. As he 
laid his head upon the block he moved his beard 
to one side saying, ' This has done no wrong, why 
should it suifer ? ' And so one of the best and 
most learned of men died for the sake of what 
he thought was right, and all good men grieved 
that he was gone. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Sir Thomas More lived in the reign of King Henry the Eighth. 

JHe was a good man and a great scholar. 

2. The king gave him a very high post, and he became one of the 

chief men in the land. 

3. But after a time he would not do something that the king wished 

him to do. The king was very angry, and tried to make him 
do it. 

4. But Sir Thomas More felt that the king wanted him to do what 

he thonght was wrong, and so he held out against the king. 

5. He was cast into prison, and at last the king had him killed. 

All good men in England and in other countries were very 
sorry to hear of his death. 



41. LADY JANE GREY 

Between three and four hundred years ago, 
men in England began to think more of learning 
than they had ever done before. Clever men 
had found out the art of printing, and so books 
became cheaper. Girls were taught as well as 
boys, and some women became good scholars. 

Before this time girls were hardly ever made 
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to study, but were only taught how to do work 
in the house. 

One of the best, as well as one of the most 
learned, women of the time was Lady Jane Grey. 
Parents were very harsh to their children in 
those days, but luckily she had a kind and good 
teacher, who tells a great deal about her in a 
famous book which he wrote. 

The King of England was a boy named 
Edward. He was very weak, and died quite 
young. Before his death his friends made him 
say that his cousin Lady Jane Grey should be 
queen after him. 

She did not wish to be queen, for she would 
much rather have hved a quiet life among her 
books. But her friends told her that it was for 
the good of her country that she should be 
queen. It seemed to her to be her duty to 
agree, so she let them make her queen when 
Edward died. 

She was queen for only a few days, for most 
of the people wanted Edward's sister Mary to be 
queen. So poor Lady Jane was turned off the 
throne, and shut up in the Tower of London. 

As she sat lonely in her cell she could hear 
the bells pealing and the people shouting for 
Queen Mary. Poor girl ! she had not much 
longer to live, for the queen made up her mind 
that both Lady Jane and her husband should 
die. The day before her death she wrote upon 
the inside of her Bible a few kind words to her 
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sister. She also sent a beautiful letter to her 
father. 

When they led her out to her death she read 
the Fifty-first Psalm. Then she forgave the 
man who was to do the cruel deed. Tying her 
scarf aroimd her eyes, she laid her head upon the 
block saying, ' Lord, into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit.' And so died one of the most learned, 
as well as one of the best, women of her time. 
She deserves the pity of us all, for she died for 
the faults of others, and not for her own. 

Write out jand Learn 

1. Lady Jane Grey was one of the best and also one of the most 

learned women of her time. 

2. Her friends tried to make her queen when King Edward the 

Sixth died. But most of the people wanted the Princess Mary 
to be queen. 

3. So Kary became queen and Lady Jane Grey and her Mends were 

pnt into the Tower of London. 

4. But Mary was a cruel woman, and so she had Lady Jane Grey 

put to death. It was a pity that a girl so young and so good 
should have died for the fjEiults of others. 



42. DEAKE'S VOYAGE EOUND THE WORLD 

In the days of Good Queen Bess, there were 
many bold sailors who spent most of their lives 
in sailing away into unknown seas in search of 
new lands. One of the bravest was Sir Francis 
Drake. He first went to sea when he was quite 
a boy, and by the time that he was thirty years 
of age he had fought many a hard fight with the 
Spaniards. 
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In those days the Spaniards were hated by 
Englishmen because they were so cruel to any of 
our sailors that might be taken by them. And 
so Englishmen thought it no wrong to take 
Spanish ships whenever they could. 



THE *aKBAT HABBY ' ; BUILT FOB KINO HENBY THE EIGHTH 

The Spaniards had taken for themselves the 
greater part of South America, and every year 
they sent home ships laden with gold and silver 
and precious stones. 

English sailors did not like to see all this 
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wealth going to the King of Spain. They 
wanted some of it for their queen. So many 
brave men fitted out ships to go and rob the 
Spaniards. 

The queen also helped her sailors by giving 
them ships. She helped Drake to fit out thres 
ships, of which the largest was called the Golden 
Hind. 

Drake and his friends sailed gaily away to 
the west. He was a good captain and knew how 
to make his men fear and obey him. He had a 
band of music on board. He and his friends 
were dressed in rich clothes, and gay flags floated 
from the ships' masts. 

After a time he reached the shores of, South 
America. But the Spaniards had heard that he 
was coming and were ready for him. Por above 
all men they feared and hated Drake. So they 
shut the gates of their towns and forts, and 
called all their men together so as to drive the 
English away. 

When Drake found that he could do but 
little against them with his three small ships, he 
made up his mind to sail round the south of 
South America. 

No English sailor had dared to try this 
voyage before. After many days of battling 
with fierce storms Drake sailed into> the broad' 
Pacific, having by this time only^^tlie Golden 
Sind left out of his three ships. • ?'■ ' 

He sailed along the coast till hife came to a 
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Spanish port. The Spaniards never dreamt of 
seeing an EngUsh ship there, and before they 
could make ready to fight, Drake and his men 
had taken a great ship laden with gold and 
silver and many precious things. 

Then Drake sailed away to the north, and 
at last he heard of a great treasure ship that 
had just sailed. So he started off after it as 
fast as he could go. He said he would give a 
rich present to the man who should first see the 
Spanish ship. This promise made the sailors 
keep a sharp look-out both by day and night, 
and after ten days the treasure ship was seen 
right ahead. 

Then all was joy on board the Golden Hind, 
The big guns were loaded with powder and shot, 
and every man sharpened his sword and got 
ready for the coming fight. 

The Spanish captain thought the Golden 
Hind was a friend. He did not expect to see 
an English ship in those seas, so he waited 
for her to come up. But he soon found out 
his mistake, as, with a loud Hurrah! from 
every throat, the Golden Hind was sailed along- 
side. 

* Give up your ship, you Spanish curs ! ' 
shouted Drake. And then his big guns were 
fired. In a few minutes the mast of the 
Spanish ship was shot overboard, and her captain 
lay wounded upon the deck. 

Then the English sailors leaped on board, and 
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hauled down the Spanish flag, and so the great 
treasure ship was taken. Drake took all the 



QUEEN ELIZABETH 



gold and silver as well as many other rich things 
out of her. 
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By this time the Golden Hind had as much 
as she could carry, and Drake made up his 
mind to sail for home. 

But he could not go home by the way he had 
come, for there were too many Spanish ships on 
the look-out for him. So after making his ship 
ready for the long voyage that lay before her, he 
sailed away again to the west. 

Once the ship struck upon a rock, and all on 
board gave tKemselves up for lost. But happily 
the wind changed, and blew her off again, and so 
they sailed on their way. 

Three years had gone by since the Golden 
Hind had left Plymouth, and everyone thought 
that Drake and his brave men were lost. 

But one day a weather-worn ship was seen 
coming up the harbour with flags flying and 
guns firing. The people rushed to the shore 
when they heard that Drake had come back; 
and when he and his friends landed, crowds 
moved side by side with them along the streets. 
Over and over again they had to tell the wonder- 
ful tale of their long voyage, and how they took 
the treasure ship. 

Much of the gold and silver was sent in 
wagons by road to London. Then Drake sailed 
his ship round to the Thames, and went to 
tell the queen of all that he had done. The 
queen was so proud of the brave deeds of her 
bold sailors that she gave a great feast on board 
the Golden Hind, and made Drake a knight. . . 
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And so Drake was the first English sailor 
to sail round the world. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Sir Francis Drake was a bold sailor who lived in the days of 

Queen Elizabeth. He made many voyages to fight the Spaniards 
and to find out new lands. 

2. In one voyage he sailed away to rob the Spaniards in South 

America. He went round the southern part of the continent, 
and so reached the broad Pacific. 

3. He took a great Spanish treasare ship, and at last, laden with 

treasure, he sailed for home. 

4. He could not return by the way he came, because many Spanish 

ships were lying in wait for him. 

5. So he sailed away still to the west, and at last reached England. 

He was thus the first Englishman who sailed round the world. 



43. SIR PHILIP SIDNEY 

There were many brave and good men who 
served Queen Elizabeth. But the man who 
showed best of all by his life what a good man 
should be was Sir Philip Sidney. 

He was so kind and good that he was loved 
by all who knew him. Not only was he a brave 
soldier, but he also wrote good books that are 
full of wise and beautiful thoughts, c He was 
a man who loved the truth, and sometimes he 
made the queen angry by speaking his mind 
to her freely and without fear. 

All through her reign the queen's chief 
enemy was the King of Spain. War broke out 
at last, and an English army went over to Hol- 
land to help the Dutch to fight the Spaniards. 

There was a town called Zutphen that the 
English wanted to take. They placed their 
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army all round it, so that no food could be taken 
into it. The people were soon starving, and the 
Spaniards tried to send men with food into the 
town. This led to a fight outside the walls. 

It was a foggy morning, and the English 
soldiers could see only a few yards in front of 
them. Sidney, with two hundred horsemen, 
rode up close to the walls, and when the fog 
cleared the enemy began to fire their guns at 
his little army. Sidney now saw quite close to 
him a large body of Spaniards. But though he 
had so few men with him, he shouted, ' Charge, 
my men, for God and good Queen Bess ! ' 

He drove the enemy back, but at last he 
was badly wounded, and his horse took fright 
and dashed away. Though weak and faint with 
loss of blood, Sidney kept his seat. His horse 
was soon caught, and Sidney was laid on the 
ground. 

A bottle of water was handed to him, for 
he was parched with thirst. As he was about to 
raise the drink to his lips a wounded soldier was 
carried by. At the sight of the water-bottle 
the poor fellow cried, * Water! Water! I am 
dying of thirst ! ' 

Seeing the look of longing in his face, 
Sidney held out the bottle to him, saying, 
' Drink, my poor fellow, thy need is greater than 
mine.' Even at such a moment his first thought 
was for others. 

As his wound was being dressed his friends 
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stood by with tears in their eyes, and praised 
him for the courage he had shown. 

Eor a few days he* seemed to be getting 
better. Then he grew worse, and soon knew 
that he was dying. Still his courage never 
failed him. He spoke cheerfully to his brother, 
who stood weeping by his side. * Love my 
memory,' he said to him, 'and cherish my 
friends.' 

With these words he closed his eyes, and 
soon after he ceased to breathe. And so at the 
age of thirty-one there passed away one of the 
best and noblest men of his or any other time. 

Write out and Iieam 

1. Sir Philip Sidney was good and kind, and was loved by all who 

knew him. He wrote good books that were full of beautiful 
thoughts. 

2. He was one of a number of brave men who served Queen 

Elizabeth, whose chief enemy was the Kin^r of Spain. 

3. When war broke out between England and Spain, Sir Philip 

Sidney went to fight for his queen. 

4. But he was badly wounded near the town of Zutphen, and soon 

after he died. 



44. THE AEMADA 

The defeat of the great Armada, that was 
sent by the King of Spain to take England for 
him, is one of the most famous deeds in our his- 
tory. But why should he want to take England 
at all ? Well, there were many causes that 
made him hate the English. 

Eor a long time Englishmen and Spaniards 
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had been fighting upon the seas. Spain at that 
time was richer and more powerful than she is 
now. Her soldiers and •sailors had taken nearly 
the whole of South America, and ships laden 
with gold and silver were sent home every year. 

Our brave sailors did not like to see all this 
wealth going to Spain. You have read how Sir 
Prancis Drake took the great treasure ship. He 
was only one of many who set sail to fight the 
Spaniards. 

Philip, for that was the name of the King of 
Spain, was very angry about it, and wrote to 
Elizabeth, Queen of England, begging her to 
stop her sailors from robbing and burning his 
ships. Now Elizabeth was very fond of money, 
and was glad to see her brave sailors come home 
with the wealth which they had taken from the 
Spaniards. 

At last Philip made up his mind that he 
would punish Queen Bess and her people. He 
thought he would turn her off her throne and be 
King of England himself. So he began to make 
ready. Big ships were built in all the ports of 
Spain, and in time a great army and navy were 
nearly ready to sail to England. 

But just as they were about to start, Drake, 
with a fleet of ships, sailed to Spain. He went 
boldly into a port w^here many ships were lying, 
and in a few hours had burned them all. Then 
he sailed away again. ' I have singed the King 
of Spain's beard,' said he. 
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This bold deed put a new spirit into men's 
hearts^ and Englishmen began to get ships ready 
too. 

Queen Bess was a brave woman, and she had 
many bold sailors about her. Some of them had 
fought in many a fight with the Spaniards, and 
knew what to expect if Phihp should ever be 
King of England. 

Ships were built in many of our seaports, 
and at length Howard and Drake and other bold 
sailors had a fleet ready at Plymouth. Huge 
bonfires, ready to be lighted the moment the 
Spanish ships were in sight, were ready on the 
hill tops. And so Englishmen waited for the 
coming of the great Armada, about which they 
had heard so much. 

At last one day a fishing boat came sailinfl| 
into Plymouth, with the news that the greaP 
Armada was in sight. 

When the news came, Drake and his friends 
were playing a game of bowls. Someone said 
' We had better stop at once and go on board om* 
ships.' *0h! no,' said Drake, 'there is plenty 
of time to finish our game and beat the Spaniards 
too.' 

At once the beacon fires were lighted, and 
soon the news that the Spaniards were coming 
spread all over England. Men put on their 
armour, and with sword in hand came as fast as 
they could to the meeting places. Everyone was 
eager to fi^ht for his home. 
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The English ships were led by those who 
were good saUors as well as brave men. Our 
captains did not want to risk being beaten. 
They knew that the Spanish ships were bigger 
than theirs, and held many more men. So they 
waited tUl the Armada had passed, and then 
they followed close behind. 

Howard and Drake knew that their men 
were better sailors, that their guns would carry 
further, and that their ships could sail faster 
and better than the Spanish vessels. So their 
plan was for the English ships to keep close] 
behind, and to fire their big shots into 
Spanish ships, keeping at a safe distance the: 
selves. 

In this way the two fleets sailed up 
Channel, and on the way several big Spai 
ships were burnt or taken as prizes into English] 
ports. At length the Armada came to a stop 
near the coast of France. The Spaniards had 
large army ready to be taken on board the shi] 
and landed in England. 

To prevent this, the English saw that some- 
thing must be done at once. So they made up 
their minds to try to burn the Spanish ships as 
they lay at anchor. They got ready some fire- 
ships which they filled with all kinds of things 
that would burn readily. Then, after setting 
them on fire, some bold sailors jumped into their 
boats and towed the ships so that they might 
drift among the Spanish fleet. 
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When the Spaniards saw these blazing fire- 
ships coming down upon them they were in great 
alarm, and hoisting their sails they tried to get 
out of danger as quickly as they could. As they 
sailed away, the English fleet followed them, 
and a fierce battle was begun which lasted for 
many hours. 

When the Spaniards had got over their fright 
and tried to return, they found that the English 
fleet stopped their way. Many of their ships 
had been burnt and many men killed. Besides, 
the wind was against them. So they made up 
their minds to give up all thought of landing in 
England and to return home by sailing round 
Great Britain. 

But now great storms arose. Many of the 
ships were wrecked on the coasts of Scotland 
and Ireland, and at last, of the one hundred and 
thirty ships of the proud Armada, only fifty crept 
slowly back to Spain. 

When Philip heard the news, he said: *I 
sent my ships to fight against men, not against 
the winds and storms.' 

Write out and Learn 

1. The King of Spain sent a great fleet of ships, called the Armada, 

to try to take England and turn Queen Elizabeth oflF the 
throne. 

2. So Howard and Drake and other brave sailors got a fleet ready to 

fight the Spaniards. But their ships were smaller, and they 
had not so many as there were in the Armada. 

3. News of the coming of the Spaniards soon spread all over Eng- 

land, and men put on their armour and marched to fight for 
their homes. 

4. But the Spaniards were not able to land. Their ships were beaten 
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in a great fight. Many were sunk or taken, and the rest tried 
to get back to Spain. 
They could not return by the way they had come without more 
fighting, so they sailed away to get back by going round the 
North of Scotlamd. Many were wrecked, and only a few ships 
got home to tell the sad tale. 



45. THE FIGHT OF THE REVENGE 

A few years after the great Armada had been 
beaten back, there came news to England that a 
fleet of treasure ships was on its way home to 
Spain. So a number of brave English sailors set 
off with a small fleet to see whether they could 
take them. 

But the King of Spain heard that they had 
gone, and sent out a great fleet to guard his 
treasure. The Spanish fleet soon came up with 
the English, and they, seeing that the Spanish 
fleet was so much bigger than theirs, set sail for 
England. 

Now there was one captain, named Sir 
Richard Grenville, who would not run away 
from the Spaniards. * No,' he said, * it matters 
not to me how many there are. I have never 
yet run away from the Spaniards. I shall not 
do so now.' 

He had but one ship, the Revenge, with which 
to fight the whole Spanish fleet of fifty-three ships. 
In a very short time the Spanish ships closed in 
all round him. And now a fearful fight began. 
From three o'clock in the afternoon until the 
next morning, the Spaniards tried over and over 
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again to take the Revenge, But they were 
driven baek every time. 

Sir Richard was badly wounded, but he still 
cried : * Fight on, my men ! Eight on ! ' 

At last all the powder was used up, and most 
of his men were dead or wounded. His ship was 
a wreck. Her masts had been shot overboard, and 
her sides were full of holes. Then Sir Richard 
made up his mind that he would rather sink his 
ship, than let it be taken by the Spaniards. 

On hearing this, one of the sailors rowed off 
to a Spanish ship and told the captain. He sent 
a message to say that if the English sailors would 
give up the ship they should be sent safely to 
England. It was useless to try to keep up the 
fight any longer, so some of the sailors went ofE 
to the Spanish ships. 

Then Sir Richard, fainting from loss of Wood, 
was taken off the sinking ship. He lay dying 
for a few days, and during that time the 
Spaniards were very kind to him. They were 
forced to admire so brave a foe. He was cheer- 
ful and brave to the last, and just before he died 
he said : ' Here die I, Richard Grenville, with a 
joyful and a quiet mind, for that I ended my life 
as a good soldier ought to do who has fought for 
his country and his Queen.' 

Thus this brave soldier and this good man 
died. And as long as there is an English navy, 
the story of Sir Richard's fight in the Bevenge 
will be told as one of its bravest deeds. 
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Write out and Iiearn 

1. Sir Richard GrenviUe was a brave sailor. Once a small fleet of 

English ships was met by a large fleet of Spanish. 

2. The English did not think they were strong enough to fight, so 

they sailed away. But Sir Biohard Grenville would not fly. 

3. So in his little ship, the Bevenge, he waited to fight the whole 

Spanish fleet. 

4. All night long he kept them at bay. But at last, when his ship 

was nearly sinking, and most of his men were killed, and he 
was badly wounded, the Spanish took his ship. 

5. If the other English captains had been as brave, they might have 

stopped and beaten the Spaniards. 



46. ENGLAND IN TUDOE TIMES (1) 

Dogs and Hunting. — In those days there was 
much more land that was not tilled than there is 
now, and there were more wild beasts and birds 
in the woods and on the moors. Since that time 
much of the land where they lived and bred has 
been ploughed up to make room for crops, and 
so there are but few wil4 creatures now. 

There was plenty of ^hunting, and England 
was famous for its dogs. There were big watch- 
dogs or mastiffs, so strong and fierce, that they 
could run and pull down a deer, or even a bull. 
Then there were numbers of terriers, that were 
used for driving foxes or badgers out of their 
holes in the ground. 

There were also small dogs that were used 
for very curious work. They were put into a 
wheel, which they kept turning round and round, 
in much the same way as tame squirrels are 
made to do. The wheel was fastened to a spit 
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oints of xneat were placed beto _ .-j^,eaA. 
these little dogs turned t^^ , 

round to the fire. They hac=«- VOTV.^ 
very short legs, and their t^ii^^^^. -^er* 
short. In a large kitchen ^»,«i-e 

tree or four such dogs, each of ~- 
know when its turn had co)r:^i_ 
) the Avheel. 

g. — Besides hunting large ai 
> deer, by the help of hounds, 
ds were hunted by hawks, 
in a wild state live by killing au 
birds. So men tamed hawki _ 

n to kill birds for them. Thii^'^^xis*-- 
hawking.' The hawks were ^^^^fc»>s^eno> 
when quite young, and wert^ ^ V* 

.k would pereh upon lier :q-^^ ^^r^l 
rode out into the fields ^1, ^ ^^ 

bell tied to one of W fee^ ^^««^^' 
»e known as a trained hawk ' ^ ^S^ ^y^^' 
fcy little hood o^er her hl^ ^^^^ *^' 
he dogs had started a b^i^ T^^jS "-% 
hood was slip w <ip ^^"^^^^^^ 

t see the W '^^tl^'^S^.^^J^f^^^ 
^as thrown up into I-tT -^ "^^5^:>^.x^ 
higher, she would socv^*^-u.^^- .^^ 8^"°^ 
th a swift flight ^^ ^^ ^\r^^ ^\^^'' 
it, striking the j^or w ^^^ .^ ^^^1 
< and sharp claws^^^ J^^-^^ -v^^^-^P ^ 
and, the hunter Wo^^a - ^^.^^^^ 
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seize it, and the hawk would return to her perch 
upon her master's wrist. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Tiidors were a family of English kings and queens. They 

ruled over England from 1485 to 1608, that is, for more than a 
handred years. 

2. The two most famous were Henry the Eighth and Queen Elisabeth. 

3. There were many changes in England in their time, but the 

greatest changes were in matters of religion. It was in those 
days that the Reformation took place. 



47. ENGLAND IN TUDOR TIMES (2j 

In those days the towns were small, and there 
were only about a sixth the number of people in 
England that there are now. Most of the people 
lived by farming, and only a small part by 
making things to sell. 

The English were fond of trading with other 
lands, and such trade had to be done in ships. 
Hence there were many men always busy at 
building ships, for which much timber was 
wanted, for men had not learned how to build 
ships of iron or steel. 

There were great forests of oak trees, and 
many men were kept at work cutting them 
down. Wood was used also for fuel, for it was 
only in such places as Newcastle that fires were 
made of coal. The English iron was as good 
then as it is now, and the best was made in the 
South of England, where there was plenty of 
wood. 

England was also famous for growing the 
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best wool. in the world, and other countries were 
always glad to get English wool. Many clever 



WILLIAM SHAKSPBRE 



workmen had come over and taught the English 
how to make their wool into good cloth. So in 
iime English cloth became known all over Europe, 
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In the days of Queen Elizabeth, farmers 
began to be more careful and tidy about their 
farms. It was about this time that the country 
was split up into fields, with hedges planted 
between them. Before this, hurdles were put 
up around the crops of com or hay, and taken 
down again after the harvest was gathered. 

Men also began to build fine houses, some of 
which are still standing. In the picture is shown 
one of the finest of them. Many schools were 
built, for men had come to think much of learn- 
ing and were eager to read books. There were 
some great writers too in those days. Among 
them was William Shakspere, who still holds his 
place as the greatest of all EngUsh writers. 

Hence we see that in the times of the Tudors, 
England had in many ways become a better land 
for people to live in than it had ever been before. 

48. ENGLAND IN TUDOE TIMES (3) 

The roads in those days were not at all like 
what they are now. They were badly made, and 
in winter were so deep in mud that wagons and 
carriages sank up to their axles in the mire. In 
summer they were covered thickly with dust and 
full of holes, so that only very strong wheels 
could pass over them at all. 

Sometimes a wagon stuck so deep in the mud 
that it took a whole team of oxen to pull it out 
again. So bad were the roads, that two or three 
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miles an hour was thought to be a good pace. 
Hence there was Uttle trade from one part of the 
country to another. 

A story is told of a good man, named George 
Herbert, who wrote some poems that are read 
even now. 

He used to go twice a week to Salisbury to 
sing at the great church there, for he was very 
fond of music. 



A COACH IN TUDOB TIMES 



One day as he went along, he saw a poor man 
bending down by the side of a half-starved pack- 
horse that had fallen under the weight of a 
heavy load. George Herbert saw that the horse 
could not get up. So he pulled off his coat and 
began to unload the horse. 

Then he and the poor man got the horse on 
its feet. They gave it water to drink, and after 
resting it awhile put the pack on its back again. 
When this was done, and the horse was ready to 
start, the man thanked George Herbert for his 
kind help. 
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But he, taking out some money and giving it 
to the man, said : * There, good man, get some- 
thing to eat for thyself. And do not forget to 
feed thy horse, for a good man is ever kind to his 
beast.' 

Then he put on his coat and started again for 
Salisbury. When he got there his friends were 
surprised to see him so hot and dusty. But he 
told them that he had been helping a poor man 
to pull his horse out of the mud. 

One silly fellow said : ' You should not have 
done that. It is much too dirty work for a 
parson.' 

' No,' said George Herbert, ' a man cannot 
soil his clothes in a better cause than in helping 
another who is in trouble. Had I not helped 
that poor man, I could never have passed the 
place again with an easy mind.' 

^Adapted from Fork Powell's ' Sketches from Bi-itish History:) 

Write out and Learn 

1. Only a small part of the land was tilled, and there were more 

wild beasts than there are now. 

2. There was plenty of hunting, and England was famous for its 

dogs. 

3. Hawks were trained for hunting other birds and small animals, 

and hawking ^^'as a common sport among the rich. 

4. In Tudor times there were only about a sixth the number of 

people in England that there are now. London and Bristol were 
the two chief towns. 

5. The chief work of the people was farming, building ships, and 

making cloth from wool. 

6. The roads were very bad, and goods were carried in heavy 

wagons or on pack-horses. Many ships traded with other 
lands. 
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49. SIR WALTER RALEIGH 

Of *all the kings and queens who have ruled 
over England, none have had so many brave men 
about them as Queen Elizabeth. 

Those were brave days in England. A new 
world had been found a short time before, and 
men's minds were full of the wonderful tales 
that were told of the wealth to be had in those 
strange lands in the far west. They knew that 
the Spaniards were winning new lands for their 
king, and were sending home ships laden with 
gold and silver. 

Many bold sailors went sailing away to the 
west to fight the Spaniards, and to win wealth 
for themselves and their queen. Of all these 
brave men, Sir Walter Raleigh alone seems to 
have thought the New World to be a land where 
Englishmen might go to Uve, and raise crops that 
would not grow in this country. 

In those days England had no lands over 
the sea. Nowadays she owns lands many, many 
times larger than herself. And most of these 
lands were found and taken for her by her brave 
sailors and soldiers. 

Sir Walter Raleigh saw that if he could send 
out men and women to live in North America, 
they would in time be able to take all the country, 
and grow such things as sugar, cotton, rice, and 
tobacco. 

So he sent out ship after sliip, full of men and 
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women, and he also went himself. But these 
first settlers had a very hard time. Many of 
them were killed by the Indians. Many died for 
want of food, and it was not till after the death 
of the queen that a real settlement was made. 

When Raleigh was an old man, he made King 
James the First very angry with him, and he 
was shut up in the Tower of London, where he 
was kept for a long time. At last the king let 
him out to go in search of a gold mine that 
llaleigh had heard of in South America. 

' But,' said the king, ' you must not fight 
with the Spaniards, nor go to any of the lands 
that belong to the King of Spain.' 

So llaleigh set sail, but he never found the 
gold mine, and tired and sad at heart he came 
back to England. 

Now the King of Spain hated Raleigh, as w^eU 
as all the brave English sailors who had so often 
beaten his men. So he sent to say that Raleigh 
had fought with and robbed his people, and 
James, wishing to please the King of Spain, said 
that Raleigh must die. 

When Raleigh knelt down to lay his head on 
the block, someone told liim that he ought to 
have laid his face towards the east. 

' What does it matter,' said he, ' how the head 
lies, if the heart be right ? ' 

Write out and Learn 

1. Sir Walter Raleigh was one of the many brave men who served 

Queen Elizabeth. 

2. He made several voyages to the New World, and tried to get 
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English people to settle there. It is said that he was the first 
to bring tobacco and potatoes into England. 

3. When Raleigh was an old man he offended King James, who 

shut him up in the Tower. Here he was kept for many years, 
but at last he was set free to go to seek for a gold mine that 
he had heard of in South America. 

4. Failing in his search he came back to England, and was sent to 

the Tower because the King of Spain said that Baleigh had 
robbed and killed some of his people. Soon after this he was 
put to death. 

50. THE PILGRIM FATHERS 

Por many years before the reign of King 
James the First changes had been taking place 
in religion. 

In our days men are free to serve God in any 
way they please. But in those days, it was 
thought to be wrong to let people worship God 
in any way which they might think best. The 
king wanted to make all men go to the same kind 
of Church, and to say just the same prayers. 

Now there were some men and women who 
wanted to worship God in a simpler way than 
was done in the churches. As the law of the 
land would not let them worship God in their 
own way, they made up their minds to leave 
their homes and go to a land where they would 
be free to do as they pleased. They found it 
very hard to get away, for when they were just 
ready to start, some of them were taken and cast 
into prison. 

They tried again early in the next spring, and 
this time the boats had already taken the men on 
board the ships, when all at once a number of 
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soldiers came riding up. But there were only 
weeping women and children left on shore. The 
soldiers could not send them back to their homes, 
for they had no homes to go to. So at last the 
soldiers let them go, and they were rowed oflE to 
the ships. 

They sailed away and landed in Holland, and 
here the Puritans, as they were called, soon found 

work, for they were hard- 
working and godly men. 

But they had heard of 
the new lands that had been 
found far over the western 
seas. They thought that if 
they could only go there, 
they would have plenty of 
land to till, and that they 
might be able to live in 
peace. So they made up 
their minds to go, and in 
the year 1620 all was ready 
for the start. 

They had not enough 

money to buy ships to take 

A PURITAN them all. So the youngest 

and strongest were picked 

out to go first. What a sad parting that was! 

All went to see the pilgrims sail away. They 

prayed and wept together, and so, with every 

kind wish for their safety, they started on their 

long journey. 
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After a stormy voyage, lasting for sixty-three 
days, the Mayflower reached the coast of North 
America just as winter was coming on. There 
were no kind faces to welcome tbem, but, pluck- 
ing up spirit, they sailed along, and at last found 
a place where they were able to land. Soon all 
were busy putting up huts so that they might 
have shelter during the cold weather. 

The winter was very long and cold, and many 
died of sickness. Those who were left were so 
weak that they could hardly bury the dead. 

But at length spring came. A warm wind 
blew, the birds began to sing in the woods, and 
with the fine weather the pilgrims grew stronger 
and the sick got well again. For some time food 
was very scarce. But they had brought seeds 
with them, and by the end of the summer crops 
were ripe. 

Then other pilgrims came, but they had 
brought no food with them, and so for a time 
they were again nearly starved. Men became so 
weak that they could hardly crawl about. But 
in all their troubles they never lost their trust in 
God. 

At last things became better, for they had 
a good harvest, and from that time they did not 
suffer from want of food. The land was divided 
up into plots, and all were busy and happy in 
clearing the land, in planting crops, and building 
houses. 

Erom the first they had done their best to 
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become friends with the Indians. One day an 
Indian chief walked into one of the English vil- 
lages, and raising his hand he said : ' Welcome, 
Englishmen.' 

The pilgrims were very glad to see that he 
was so friendly, and gave Mm presents. 

Erom that time the Indians were friends with 
them, and came and sold them fish and furs and 
skins. Some of the pilgrims went to visit the 
homes of their Indian friends, and so they learnt 
to know more of the country. 

After a time many other bands of pilgrims 
came over. Many of these were learned men, 
and nearly all came because they wanted to live 
in a land where they could be free to serve God 
in their ovra way. In the course of many years 
the English spread all over North America. And 
the land that a few English pilgrims helped to 
settle, now holds one of the greatest and mightiest 
nations on the face of the earth. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Ore it changes had been taking place in matters of religion. 

Many men wanted to have the right to serve God in any waj^ 
they pleased. 

2. They wanted to have a simpler form of worship. These men 

were the Fnritans. 

3. As the law would not give them the freedom they wished for, 

some of them sailed away in a ship called the Mayflower, and 
settled in North America (1620). These men are spoken of a8 
the ' Pilgrim Fathers.' 
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51. CHARLES THE FIRST 

When Queen Bess died, James the First 
became king of England. He was at the time 
king of Scotland, and so it came about that the 



KING CHARLES THE FIRST 



same king ruled over both countries. For many 
hundreds of years Scotland had had a king of its 
own. There were not nearly so many people in 
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Scotland as in England. But though there were 
so few of them, and though they were mostly 
very poor, they were very proud and loved their 
country and their king. 

More than once an English king had led an 
army into Scotland to try to take the country 
for his own. But though there had been many 
very cruel wars, the Scotch had always in the 
end driven the English back. Thus the union of 
the two countries, that fierce wars had failed to 
bring about, was now brought to pass by the 
king of Scotland becoming king of England too. 

There is not very much to be said about King 
James. He was neither very brave nor very 
clever. But though he often made his people 
angry with him, they let him rule over them 
until his death, and then his son Charles became 
king. 

He was a very different man from his father. 
He was brave and handsome, but he was very 
proud, and thought that a king ought to be able 
to do just as he pleased. It did not matter to 
him whether what he did pleased the people. 
He thought it was the duty of his people to agree 
to anything the king said or did, and that it was 
very wicked of them to oppose him in any way. 
He did not understand that the English people 
expected their kings to do what they wished. 

Charles, as well as his father, was very fond 
of having plenty of good things, and so he spent 
more money than he could afford. In time he 
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became deeply in debt, and had to ask for more 
money. At first the people gave him more, but 
the more they gave him the more he asked for. 

At length they grew tired of giving him so 
much money. He had done many other things 
that had made the people angry, and so they said 
they would give him no more money, unless he 
promised to rule them better than he had done. 
This made Charles very angry. He said he 
would do as he pleased, and that he would make 
the people give him money. Por many years 
he ruled as he liked. But at last his people rose 
up against him, and a long and cruel war began. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Charles the First was the second of the Stuart kings ; the first 

was King James, who was king of Scotland before he became 
king of England. 

2. Charles was very proud, and thought a king ought to be able to 

do as he pleased. 

3. He did many things that made his people angry. He wanted 

more money than they were willing to give him. At last they 
said they would give him no more unless he ruled them better. 

4. After many quarrels it was seen that nothing but a war could 

settle the dispute. 



52. A PATEIOT 

Before reading about the war, let us see how 
the king treated some of the men who stood up 
against him. It will help us to understand why 
the people were so angry. 

Por a long time before Charles became king, 
it had been settled that when a king wanted 
money he must ask his people for it. Charles 
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tried to make his people pay money without first 
asking them for it. 

A brave man named Eliot stood up in the 
House of Commons, and said that the English 
people would never agree to this. So the king 
sent his soldiers to seize Eliot and cast him into 
the Tower. The people were proud of the stand 
that Eliot had made against the king, and crowds 
went to visit him there. When Eliot was brought 
before the judges, he was told that he might be 
set free if he would say that he had acted 
wrongly, and if he would promise not to oppose 
the king any more. 

' No,' said the brave man ; * I would rather 
lie in prison till the flesh rots off my bones than 
I would promise to do what I think is wrong.' 

Charles had no mercy, and so the brave man 
had to leave his wife and children, who lived in 
a happy home in Cornwall, and make up his 
mind to be ready to die for the right. Time 
went on, but he would not give way, and so 
Charles hated him all the more. 

One cold winter Eliot became very ill. His 
room had no fire in it, and often he was not 
allowed even a candle. He grew worse and 
worse, and at length he wrote to Charles, begging 
that he might be let out until he was better : * I 
will then gladly return to my prison,' he said. 

Charles was hard and cruel, and took no 
notice of the letter. But Eliot bore it all with 
patience, and said no hard words against the 
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king. At length he felt that he was dying. So 
he sent for a painter, and told him to make a 
picture of his thin sad face, so that in time to 
come all men might see how he and others had 
suffered in the cause of freedom. 

After being in prison for three years, he died. 
He was killed in the cause of freedom, and that 
is why we love and honour his name. The king 
treated many other men in much the same way 
that he had served Eliot, until at length the 
people could not bear it any longer. 

Write out and Learn 

1. A patriot is a man who is willing to lay down his life for the 

good of his country. 

2. Such a man was Eliot, who stood up against King Charles in the 

House of Commons. 

3. The king sent Ehot to the Tower, hoping by that means to make 

the brave man give in. 

4. But Eliot would not do what he thought was wrong, though he 

knew that he might be kept in the Tower for years, or even be 
put to death. 

5. At last he died through cruel treatment, and his death was one 

of the causes of the war. 



58. THE CIVIL WAR 

Both sides now began to make ready for war. 
Charles had still many friends in the country, 
and they were mostly among the rich and the 
noble. Though he was so cruel to those who 
stood up against him^ he was kind to his friends. 
His happy days w(3re over, and sad times now 
fell upon him and his family. 

A Civil War is, of all wars, the most cruel. 
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Men who had hitherto been friends were now to 
he seen fighting against each other. 

In some homes the father went to fight upon 
one side and the son upon the other, while the 
poor mother had to stay At home and pray that 
neither might be hurt, 
and that a time of peace 
might return. 

Charles had in his 
army many gay and brave 
young nobles, who were 
ready and willing to fol- 
low him anywhere. They 
were the Cavaliers. 

The men upon the 
other side were called 
Houndheads, because they 
wore their hair cropped 
close to their heads. 

Por some time neither 
side had much the better 

of the war. Now a fight ,^ ^^^ 

was won by the king, and a cavalier ^ 

now by the Roundheads. 

At length the Roundheads began to got the best 
of it, and this was nearly all owing to a man named 
Oliver Cromwell. 

He was a stern God-fearing man, who when 
the war broke out was simply a plain farmer. 
He saw that his side would not have much 
chance of winning, unless he could get men to 
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join his army who would fight because their 
cause was just. 

* Our soldiers,' he said, * are mostly worn-out 
serving-men and such kind of fellows. But the 
king's men are sons of* gentlemen.' 

So he got together a number of men, who 
fought because they felt it their duty to oppose 



^ SOLDIER ARMED WITH *^ PIKE A SOLDIER WITH MUSKET AND 
(STUART TIMES) CRUTCH (STUART TIMES) 

the king. These he drilled so well, that no 
matter how hard the fight might be, Cromwell 
knew that they would stand firm and never run 
away. They were plain men, mostly small 
farmers and their sons. They came to be called 
Ironsides, because of their firmness. 

* Better have a plain captain in an old coat,' 
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he said, *that knows what he fights for, and 
loves what he knows, than what you call a 
gentleman, and is nothing else. I honour a 
gentleman that is so indeed.' 

Cromwell and his Ironsides fought many 
times against the king, and at length Charles 
had to give up the war. He was taken prisoner, 
and after many bitter quarrels it was at length 
decided that he must die. It was felt that there 
could be no peace in England so long as he was 
alive. And so, for the sake of freedom, English 
people killed their king. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Civil War began in the year 1642. The king's men were 

called Cavaliers. Men of the other side were called Eoundheads. 

2. For some time neither party had much the better of the war. 

But at last Oliver Cromwell and his Ironsides won some great 
fights and the king was taken prisoner. 

3. After several attempts to make peace, it was felt that there could 

be no peace in England as long as Charles was alive. And so 
he was put to death. 



54. THE ESCAPE OF PEINCE CHAELES 

The king was dead, and Cromwell was now 
the real ruler in England, but there were many 
men who wished to see Charles's son set upon 
the throne. Many men who had fought against 
Charles were shocked and grieved that he had 
been killed. And this caused war to break out 
again* 

The Scots were the first to begin, and they 
asked Prince Charles, the eldest son of the dead 
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king, to come over and lead them. After 
raising a large army, they marched into England 
with Prince Charles at their head, hoping to 
reach London. But when they had got as far 



OLIVBB CBOMWELL 



as Worcester, they were met by Cromwell and 
his Ironsides. A fierce fight took place, and 
Charles's army was badly beaten. Many were 
killed and many taken prisoners. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






y^xx.' ^\ tJ nave been 
So , ^t if you Ue 



^oij.' N i/ nave been. 1^ 
So , ^t if you Ue , 

7 ^e* \ Soldiers passed. 



P. oldies ^^^ 



S^ 



\j) Digitized by Google 



148 SIIV^PLE STORIES 

clothes, and often had to walk across rough 
country in old shoes or even barefoot. 

At last he came near to the coast where the 
country was full of soldiers, who were looking 
for him. He now mounted a horse with a lady 
behind him, as was the custom of farmers in 
those days, when they rode to market. In this 
way he safely passed to the house of another 
friend. Here he lay hidden for several days, till 
at last a ship carried him away to Prance. For 
three months he had been trying to get away, 
and numbers of his friends had risked their lives 
to help him. 

After this he waited for nine long years, and 
then he came back as Charles the Second, to 
reign in his father's place. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Prince Charles was the son of Charles the First. Many men 

were shocked and grieved that the king was killed, so they 
tried to set Prince Charles upon his father's throne, and 
another war broke out. 

2. Ohver Cromwell was now the leader of the English people. He 

was a hard stern man and a good soldier. 

3. Prince Charles landed in Scotland and marched with an army 

into England. But at a great fight at Worcester his army was 
put to flight. 

4. After many wonderful escapes Prince Charles got away to 

France. Here he stayed for nine years, and then in 1660 he 
came back to reign as Charles the Second. 

55. A HEEO OF THE GEEAT PLAGUE 

In olden days men were not so careful to 
have plenty of good pure water, nor to drain 
their towns, as they are now. And so every now 
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and then a dreadful plague broke out, and 
thousands of people died. 

One of the worst was the Great Plague, 
which broke out rather more than two hundred 
years ago. It was worst in London. The streets 
were narrow and dirty, and once the plague 
began it spread from house to house. All who 
could do so fled from the city. Every house, 
where the plague was, had a red cross painted on 
the door, and beneath it the words : * Lord, have 
mercy upon us.' 

The plague spread to many other places, and 
among them to a small village in Derbyshire. 
It was a lonely spot, high up on the side of a 
hill, and other hills lay all around it. 

The rector of the- parish was quite a young 
man, with a wife and two young children. 
When the plague broke out he wanted to send 
them away. His wife begged him to go with 
them, but he made up his mind that it was his 
duty to stay and mind the sick and dying. So 
his brave wife said she would stay with him, and 
only the two children were sent. 

In order that the plague should not spread 
any further, he wrote letters asking that food 
should be brought to certain places, and left 
there for him and his people to fetch. And so 
no one from outside came into the village. 

Bravely he and his wife fought the plague. 
They nursed the sick and dying, and read and 
spoke to them words of love and comfort. 
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Weeks passed, and at last only about one-fifth of 
the people were left. 

And now his brave wife fell sick. She grew 
worse, and before long she said to her husband : 
' I am now only looking for the good hour to 
come.' 

Shortly afterwards she died, and her last 
words were prayers for her husband and her two 
pretty babes, whom she was leaving behind. 

The rector now thought that he also would 
die of the plague. There are two beautiful 
letters that he wrote at this time. One was to 
his children, to be kept and read to them when 
they should be old enough to understand it. 
But he lived through it all, and at last the 
plague was stayed, and his children came back to 
him again. 

Though the plague was such a dreadful thing 

it did good, for it taught men that, if they 

wished for health, they must take care to keep 

themselves clean as well as everything about 

them. 

Write out and Learn 

1. In those days men were not as careful to keep their houses and 

towns clean as they are now. 

2. And so every now and then some dreadful sickness would break 

out. 
8. The wdrst was the Great Plague, that carried off many thousands 
of the people of London and other places (1665). 
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56. A YOUNG HEEO 

The northern part of Scotland is a land of 
hills and mountains, and is called the Highlands. 
About two hundred years ago the people who 
lived there wev(\ very wild and fierce. They 
owned no ruler, but their chief, and for him 
they were ready at any moment to fight and die. 

When James the Second was driven off his 
throne, there were many chiefs who still thought 
he ought to be king. More than once they tried 
to bring him or his son back to be king over 
them. But the English soldiers always beat 
them in the end, and many of the chiefs were 
taken and thrown into prison, and some were put 
to death. 

At one time the soldiers were trying hard to 
catch a chief named Ross of Pitcalney. He had 
to hide by day among the rocks and hills or in 
the woods. But at night, when all was dark, he 
would slip out and see his friends. 

One night he had been sleeping at a farm- 
house, and it was late in the morning before he 
awoke. So the farmer told his son, a boy only 
fiftee]^ years of age, to take the chief to a hiding, 
place in the woods, by a path that only he and 
his son knew of. The boy was proud of the 
errand, and took his chief safely to the hiding- 
place. But as he was going back by another 
path, he found himself all at once face to face 
with some English soldiers. 
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' Where have you been ? ' they said. ' Have 
ycrii been with Pitcalney ? ' But he would not 
speak a word. 

' Tell us Avhere* he is hiding. If you do not 
tell us we will shoot you ! ' Still the boy would 
not speak. He would rather die than give up 
his chief. Then they tied him to a tree, and 
stepping back they raised their guns as if to 
shoot him. ' Tell us at once where your chief is 
hidden, or we will shoot you ! ' they said. 

But they could not get a word out of him. 
And seeing how brave he Avas, and that he would 
rather die than tell, they at last let him go. 

On reaching home he told his father all about 
it. ' How did you feel when the guns were 
aimed at you ? ' asked his father. ' I did not 
feel afraid,' said the boy. 'I shut my eyes, 
feeling that when I opened them again it would 
be in Heaven.' 

And though we may not get the chance to 

show such courage as this, still every boy and 

girl can be brave in the troubles that meet them 

day by day. 

Write out and Learn 

1. After the death of Charles the Second his brother James became 

king. But he was a bad king, and after three years he was 
turned off the throne and had to leave the country. 

2. The Stuarts were not good kings, and the people had had enough 

of them. 

3. More than once, however, their friends rose up and tried to 

bring them back. Their best friends lived in the Highlands of 
Scotland, where many of the chiefs were willing to risk their 
lives to bring the Stuarts back again. 

4. But they always failed, and many were caught by the English 

soldiers and put to death. 
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57. GENERAL WOLFE 



A large part of North America is called 
Canada, and though it helongs to England, many 
of the people who live there speak Prench. The 
French were the first to find out this land, and 
to sail up the mighty rivers and over the hroad 
lakes. 

For many years they held it, until during 
one of the great wars the English made up their 
minds to take it from them. So they sent some 
ships with an army under General Wolfe. He 
was a brave man, and tried to serve God in every 
way. He did not like fighting and thought that 
all wars were cruel. But, being a soldier, he 
knew it was his duty to fight for his country, 
and so, when fighting began, no one was braver 
than he. 

They sailed up a mighty river until they 
came close to the town of Quebec. This was 
built on the top of some high cliffs that rose 
steeply from the river. For a long time Wolfe 
tried in many ways to take the town, but he 
failed every time. Many of his men fell sick, 
and he also was weak and ill. 

At last he tried another plan. One night, 
when it was very dark, he and his soldiers got 
into their boats and rowed very quietly to the 
foot of the cliffs. As they floated down the 
stream Wolfe repeated some lines of a beautiful 
poem that had only lately been written. 
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' Now, gentlemen,' he said as he finished, .' I 
would rather be the author of that poem than 
take Quebec/ 

They knew that French soldiers were on the 
watch at the top of the cliffs. So they had to 



GENERAL WOLFE 



be very quiet. They landed in the darkness, and 
the soldiers climbed up the cliffs. It was hard 
work, for they had to carry their guns with them. 
At last, by clinging to the rocks, and to bushes 
and plants, they all safely reached the top. 

In the morning, when the French awoke, 
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they saw the English army drawn up and ready 
for the coming fight. 

The French were as brave as the English, so 
they rushed out of the town and came on quickly 
to drive the English back. But it was of no 
use, for in a very short time the English had 
won the fight, and the French were running 
back to the town as fast as their legs could carry 
them. 

But Wolfe lay on the ground badly wounded. 
Just before his death he heard someone say: 
' They run, they run ! ' 

He roused himself to ask : ' Who run ? ' 
And when he was told that it was the French 
who were running away, he said : ' God be 
praised ! I shall die in peace.' 

Quebec was then taken, and soon after all 
Canada fell into the hands of the English. 

Write out and Iioarn 

1. The French were the first to go to Caxiada and take it for their 

king. 

2. After a time the English, tried to take it away from them. 

General Wolfe was sent with a fleet and a small army, andaftier 
several failures he at last took the town of Quebec (1759). 

3. And soon after this all Canada fell into the hands of the English, 

who have held it ever since. 

58. GEOEGE WASHINGTON 

We have read about the Pilgrim Fathers, and 
how they sailed away to America and founded a 
colony there. In the course of time the colonists 
grew rich and strong. Their land was ruled over 
by the King of England. 
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At last quarrels arose between them, and 
King George the Third wanted to make them 
pay him money that they thought they ought 
not to pay. The king said they must pay him 
so much money as a tax upon all the tea they 
used. The colonists thought he had no right to . 
make them pay it. So they said that rather 
than pay the tax they would do without tea. : 

Soon after this a ship laden with tea came 
into the harbour of Boston. The people said : 
'The tea shall be sent back to the place from 
which it came. We will pay no tax upon it.' 

One man said : ' The only way to get rid of 
the tea is to throw it overboard.' So a nimiber of 
men dressed themselves like Indians, and rushing 
on board the ship they threw the tea into the sea. 

After this it was seen that, as neither side 
would give in, nothing but a war could end- the 
quarrel. Then both sides got ready to fight. It 
was a sad sight to see men of the same race 
fighting against each other. 

The colonists chose a brave and good man 
named George Washington to be their leader. 
He did not want to fight against the king, but 
he loved freedom, and he thought that the king 
was treating the colonists unjustly. So he was 
willing to spend his money and his life in the 
good cause. 

The war lasted for about seven years. The 
Prench helped the colonists, and in the end the 
colonists won, and so they were free. 
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At that time the prisons were dirty and 
crowded, and prisoners were very badly treated. 
For forty hours Howard had not a drop of water 
given him to drink, and only a crust of bread to 
eat. Hundreds died in the prisons of hunger 
and sickness. Howard, being a rich man, was 
soon set free, but his heart was so touched with 
the misery of the poor prisoners, that he spent 
all the rest of his life in getting them better 
treated. 

He went from place to place visiting the gaols. 
Everywhere he told the sad story of the cruel 
things he had seen, so that at last better gaols 
were built, and prisoners were better treated. 
Howard even went as far as Russia, where very 
few Englishmen went in those days. The Em- 
press had heard of him and sent to say that she 
wished to see him, but he said : ' Tell her I left 
my home to visit poor prisoners in their gaols, and 
not princes in their palaces.' 

At last he caught a fever from a child he was 
trying to cure. As he lay dying, he said : ' Bury 
me here in Russia. I shall be as near Heaven 
as if I were laid in an English grave.' 

John Lawrence was a farmer. He was a fine 
strong man, and was very fond of horses and 
dogs. 

There were two things that he had very 
much at heart. He wanted to see men treat all 
dumb animals with kindness, and he also wanted 
to see all slaves set free. For in those days 
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many men made it their business to go in ships 
to Africa, where they caught black men and 
took them to America, where they sold them for 
slaves. 

Lawrence did his best, both by writing and 
speaking, to put a stop to this, but it was not till 
many years after his death that the slaves were 
freed. 

He also tried to have a law made so that all 
who were cruel to animals might be punished. 
Men only laughed at him .at first, but he got his 
way in time, and now animals are treated much 
more kindly than they were before. 

It is owing to the noble work of such men as 
these, that people in England now lead better 
hves than those did who lived here before them. 

Write out and Learn 

1. John fioward spent all his time in trying to do good to others. 

In his day the prisons and gaols were dreadful places. 

2. Prisoners were badly fed, and the gaols were so filthy that 

thousands died of sickness and disease. 

3. After many years of hard work and long travel, John Howard 

got men to build better gaols and to treat prisoners much 
better. 

4. John Lawrence spent his life in trying to have all dumb animals 

treated with kindness. He also tried to have all slaves set 
free. 



60. LOED NELSON 

There have always been brave sailors ready 
to fight for England, and of these the greatest of 
all was Lord Nelson. He was a weakly child, 
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and was never very strong when he was grown 
up. But even when quite young he showed that 
he had a brave and fearless spirit. 

Once he went out with another boy to look 
for birds' nests. Dinner-time came, but he did 
not return, and his friends went to look for him. 
They found him sitting alone by the side of a 
brook that he could not cross. When he was 
brought home, his grandmother said to him : ' I 
wonder, child, that hunger and fear did not 
drive you home ! ' 

' Pear ! grandmamma,' said the boy ; ^ I 
never saw fear. What is it ? ' 

He and his brother had to ride a long way 
every day to school. One day in winter it was 
snowing so hard, that after going part of the 
way they came back and said that the snow was 
too deep for them to go on. 

' If that be the case,' said their father, ' you 
need not go. But I should like you to try once 
more. If the snow is really too deep you may 
come back ; but remember, boys, I leave it to 
your honour.' 

The snow was very deep, and the older 
brother wanted to go back. ' No,' said our 
young hero, ' we must go on. Remember, it was 
left to our honour.' 

He was quite a boy when he was sent to sea, 
and for many years he worked hard to learn 
everything that might be of use to him. 

When fifteen years of age, he joined a ship 
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that was to sail away to the frozen seas of the 
far north. 

Oxie night he and a friend left the ship, and 
set off across the ice hoping to shoot a bear. 



LORD NELSON 



The bears that live on the ice are very large and 
fierce, but this made Nelson want to kill one all 
the more. 

At last they saw a huge bear just in front of 
them, and both fired at it. They only wounded 
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it, and as they had no more powder and shot, it 
was very lucky for them that there was a big 
crack in the ice between them and the bear. 

But their shots had roused the sailors, who- 
now came running to help them. The bear 
was killed and all went back to the ship. The 
captain was angry, and asked Nelson why he 
had risked his life for the sake of killing a bear. 
' Sir,' said he, 'I wished to kill the. bear that I 
might carry the skin to my father.' 

After being many years at sea. Nelson rose 
from post to post until he became admiral, or 
chief of all the English fleets. Though he had 
been in many hard fights, and had lost an eye 
and an arm, he was as ready as ever to fight for 
his country. 

At that time there was in Prance a great 
soldier named Napoleon Buonaparte, who had 
beaten every country in Europe except England. 

In order to bring his men to England he 
must have ships, and be able to beat back the 
English fleet. This Nelson said should never be 
done while he was alive. 

At last with a large fleet he sailed in search 
of the French. When he met them he was very 
glad, for he knew that he should beat them. 
He had not quite so many ships as the French, 
but he did not mind that. He divided his ships 
into two long lines, and then told his captains to 
sail straight at the French. 

As they came near to the foe. Nelson sent up 
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a message to the top of his ship's mast, so that 
every man might read it. And this was the 
message : ' England expects every man to do his 
duty ! ' 

When the sailors saw the noble message, a 
mighty shout went up, and every man made up 
his mind that he would do his duty. And now 
began the great battle of Trafalgar. The French 
had never fought better, but it was of no use, 
for ship after ship was taken. 

While Nelson was standing upon the deck of 
his ship, the Victory y he was struck down by a 
shot and badly wounded. Peeling that death 

was near, he called one 
of his captains. Hardy, 
to him and said: 'Don't 
throw me overboard, 
Hardy, when I am 
gone. I should like to 
THE 'VICTORY' ^® buricd with my pa- 

rents, unless the king 
wills otherwise. Kiss me. Hardy.' 

Hardy knelt down and kissed his cheek. 
Then he said : * God bless you. Hardy 1 Thank 
God, I have done my duty.' And these were 
the last words he said. 

By this time nearly all the French fleet was 
taken or sunk. It was many years before the 
French could build another fleet, and so Nelson 
had saved his country from her enemies. When 
news of his death and great victory reached 
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England, the whole nation was plunged into 
grief, for Nelson was the darling of the people. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Lord Nelson was a great admiral over all the English fleets. 

During the long wars with the French he won many great 
fights. 

2. The most famous were the Battle of tlie Kile and the Battle of 

Trafalgar. 
8. Just before the last fight began he sent up to the top of his 

ship's mast this noble message : ^ England expects every man 

to do his dnty.' 
4. And nobly they did it. For nearly all the French ships were 

burnt, sunk, or taken. 
6. But Nelson was killed in the fight. The last words he said 

were : * Thank God. I have done my dnty.' This was in the year 

1805. 

61. THE IRON DUKE 

What a strange name to be called by, some 
of you may think. He was not made of iron, 
but people called him so, because he was a great 
captain and won many battles, and he was so 
firm of mind that men said he was as hard as 
iron. So they called him the Iron Duke, or 
more often they spoke of him as * the Duke,' 
as if there were no other dukes. The reason 
why men placed him in their thoughts so high 
above all others, was that he saved England and 
all the rest of Europe from being taken by the 
French. 

It is nearly a hundred years since the great 
war, during which a large part of Europe was 
turned into a vast battle-field. 

In those days there lived a great French 
soldier named Napoleon Buonaparte. He led 
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large armies of such brave men that he \vas 
able to do as he pleased in nearly every part 
of Europe. He planned more than once to 
bring an army over to England, and for many 
years people used to go to bed at night feeling 



THE DUKE OP WELLINGTON 



that perhaps in the morning they might hear 
that the French had come. For many years 
after his death people would frighten naughty 
children by telling them that old Boney would 
come for them. 

You have already been told how Nelson beat 
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the Prench on the sea, so that they could never 
bring an army to England. 

Among other countries that Boney took was 
Spain. If you look at the map, you will see 
that Spain joins France, and is crossed by many 
high mountains. Boney led an army to Spain, 
turned the king off the throne, and made his 
own brother king instead. 

The people of England thought it would be a 
good thing to help the Spanish to drive the 
French out again. So an army was sent under 
the Duke of Wellington. He was not a duke 
then, and it was only after winning many great 
battles .that the king gave him such a grand 
title. 

For many years the English fought the 
French in Spain. Many times it seemed as if 
they would have to give up the war and come 
back to England. But the Duke held on, and 
at last, after winning many battles, he drove 
the French out of the country and followed them 
into France. 

Soon after that took place a peace was made. 
Boney was beaten on all sides, and was sent 
away out of France. He did not stay away for 
long. Those who had charge of him did not 
look very sharp after him, so he escaped and 
sailed back to France. 

His old soldiers flocked around him, and he 
was soon at the head of a large army. The other 
countries at once began to get their armies to- 
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gether, and it was agreed that the Iron Duke 
should be the leader. 

The Duke got his army together a^ quickly 
as he could and sailed over to Belgium, where lie 
was sure the first fighting would take place. 
He was right in this, for Boney marched as fast 
as he could, hoping to take the city of Brussels 
before the English could stop him. As he left 
Paris he said : * I go to measure myself against 
Wellington.' 

When he drew near to Brussels, he f oimd a 
Prussian as well as an English army right in the 
road and blocking his way. He drove the 
Prussian army away, and then made ready to 
fight the English. 

The Duke chose a good place for the fight, 
and drew up his army upon the side of some 
hills. He sent off a message to the Prussians, 
who had been driven back, asking them to come 
to his help as quickly as they could. 

It was a Sunday morning, the 18th of June, 
in the year 1815, and just as the church bells in 
England were calling people to prayer, that the 
Erench began the fight by firing their heavy 
cannon at the English. 

There never was a harder fight. The Erench 
had more men than the English, and for hour 
after hour Napoleon sent masses of men to try to 
drive the English from the ground upon which 
the Duke had planted them. 

' Stand firm, my lads,' said the Duke ; ' what 
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will they say of this in England ? ' Thousands 
were killed on both sides, but the English still 
stood firm. It was the 
first time Napoleon had 
himself fought against 
the Duke and his army. 

Eour o'clock came, 
and still the English held 
their ground. Then Na- 
poleon gave orders to his 
famous Old Guard to 
charge. Up to that time 
they had taken no share 
in the fight. The Eng- 
lish were drawn up into 
squares, with their big 
guns in the middle. 

On came the Old 
Guard, the finest troops 
in the world. They were 
big, fierce-looking men 
on fine horses. Over and 
over again they dashed at 
the English squares. But 
it was all of no use. They 
could not break them. 
As Napoleon watched the 
fight, he said: 'I could ^^ ''^0^^'^?^^'' 
never have believed that 
the English had such fine troops.' 

Just then the Prussians came up. They were 
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fresh, and so, joining the English, they charged 
down upon the French. Soon the French were 
in full flight, with the Prussians in hot pursuit. 
All night long the flight lasted, and by morning 
the proud French army was broken up, never to 
come together again. 

By this victory the Iron Duke saved Europe 
from another long and dreadful war. Napoleon 
gave himself up to the English. But they could 
not trust him again, so they sent him to a small 
island, far away in the ocean, where he died a 
few years afterwards. 

Write out and Learn 

1. The Iron Duke was the name given to the Dake of Wellington, 

who was a very great soldier, and won many battles against 
the French. 

2. In his days a great French soldier, named Napoleon, had won 

battles in nearly every country in Europe. Wellington was 
the only general who seemed able to beat the French. 

3. The greatest fight of all, and the one that ended the war, was 

the * Battle of Waterloo' (1816), when Wellington beat the 
French so badly that they could not raise another army. 
Napoleon soon after gave himself up to the English. 

4. The Iron Duke lived for many years after this, and served his 

country well. 



62. THE STEPHENSONS 

If we were asked what new thing had in 
recent times done most towards making the lives 
of the people of England better than they were 
before, we should say that it was the maldng of 
railways. 

We are so used to them now, that it seems 
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hardly possible that, when the Queen began to 
reign, railways were only just being built. Up 
to that time, if a man wanted to go from one 
part of the country to another, he had to go 
by coach. This was a slow as well as a very 
dear way of moving about, and so very few 
people moved far away from the places where 
they were bom. We can now travel in a few 
hours to places that it formerly took a week to 
reach. 

The men who did most to make railways were 
the Stephensons. About a hundred years ago, 
there was a poor man of that name living in a 
small village not far from Newcastle. His work 
was to mind an engine that was used to haul 
up coal from a coal-pit. He and his wife were 
both honest and hard-working, but his wages 
were very small, and as he had six children, 
he often found it hard work to find food for 
them. 

He could not afford to send them to school. 
They were sent to work very young, so that they 
might be able to earn money to help to buy their 
food. 

The second son was George. He was a 
bright little fellow, and as soon as he was big 
enough he was sent every day with his father's 
dinner. As his father ate, he would sit and 
watch the engine. In the winter he was glad to 
get near it, so as to warm himself at the fire that 
kept the engine at work. The engine was a 
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wonderful thing to him. He would sit for hours 
watching it, and puzzling his little head in trying 
to find out all about it. 

When he was only eight years of age he was 
sent to mind cows in the fields, and for this he 
earned twopence a day. While doing this he 
missed his daily visits to the beloved engine, and 
to make up for it, he used to amuse himself by 
trying to make models of the engine out of clay 
and sticks. 

When he grew older he went to work with 
his father; and he was very proud of earning 
sixpence a day. He was very happy to be help- 
ing to mind an engine, and when he was eighteen 
years of age he had an engine put into his sole 
charge. 

He loved his engine as if it had been his 
child, and was never tired of cleaning and mend- 
ing it when it was needed. Though he worked 
twelve hours a day, he found time to go to a 
night-school, where he learned to read and write 
and do sums. 

Por some time coal had been pulled up from 
the pits by engines which were always fixed in 
one place to be worked. No one had yet found 
out how to make engines that could move about 
and drag heavy loads behind theni. 

George Stephenson thought long and often 
about this, and made up his mind that he would 
try to make an engine that should move along 
rails. At this time his son Robert was going to 
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school, and at night father and son would go over 
the day's lessons, and study drawings and read 
books together. 

After trying and failing many times, he at 
length made an engine that he thought would 
do. This was knoT^n as ' Puffing Billy.' 

His son was now helping him in his work. 
It was at this time that men laughed at him for 
saying he was sure that in time everyone would 



'PUPPING BILLY' 



travel by railroad, and that it would be cheaper 
for a working man to travel by rail than to walk 
on foot. 

A prize was offered for the best engine to run 
upon a new railway that was being built between 
Liverpool and Manchester. The Stephensons 
made up their minds to win the prize, and built 
an engine that was called the ' Rocket.' 

A day was fixed for trying the engines, so as 
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to see whicK was the best. Crowds of people 
came to see the sight. All the other engines 
broke down, but the ' Rocket ' drew a coach full 
of people at the rate of about thirty miles an 
hour. This was thought to be very wonderful. 
And after that, railroads were built all over Eng- 
land, and in time spread to other countries all 
over the world. 

For many years both father and son led very 
busy lives. They made many engines and built 
many railroads. They became rich men, and 
in his old age George Stephenson went to live 
in a fine house in the country. Here he was 
very happy, and spent much of his time in look- 
ing after his gardens and among his horses and 
dogs. 

But he never forgot the days when he was a 
poor boy. He was always glad to see old friends, 
no matter how poor or humble they might be. 
It is to such men that we owe a great debt, for 
they have had a large share in making our 
country so good a land to live in as it is. 

Write out and Iiearn 

1. George and Bobert Stephenson, father and sod, did more than 

any other men to have railways made all over England. 

2. George Stephenson was the first man to build an engine that 

would run on rails and draw a heavy load after it. 

63. GEACE DAELING 

We have read of brave soldiers and sailors 
who did noble deedr. We have read of heroes 
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who stood up against kings, and gave up their 
Kves for what they thought was right. There 
are also many heroes whose hrave deeds are never 
heard of. But there was a brave deed done by a 
girl named Grace Darling that we all ought to 
hear of and copy, should we ever have the chance. 

She was the daughter of a man who was in 
charge of a lighthouse, that had been built upon 
some rocks near the north-east coast of England. 

Early one morning she was awoke by hearing 
screams as of people in great distress. Calling 
her father, they hurried out and saw a ship that 
was wrecked upon one of the islands, and that 
was fast breaking up. It was very stormy. 
Heavy seas were dashing against the rocks, and 
the wind was rising. For a moment the old man 
hung back. He knew full well the danger of 
trying to get to the wreck in his small boat. 

'Father,' said Grace, 'we must go. If you 
will not help me I must go alone. I cannot bear 
to think that men may be drowning before our 
eyes, and that we are not trying to save them.' 

Seizing an oar she jumped into their boat. 
The old man could not let her go alone, and so 
they rowed off to the wreck. It was a hard pull 
for both, and as they got near the wreck they 
saw nine persons clinging to it. But they could 
not have held on much longer. The sea was so 
rough and beat them so badly, that two children 
were killed by the waves as their mothers held 
them tightly in their arms. 

M 
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With much danger to himself the old man 
landed on the rock, and then brought the poor 
people one by one to the boat. He and Grace 
rowed them to the lighthouse, where she fed and 
nursed them for three days until the sea went 
down, and it was smooth enough to take them to 
the shore. 

Grace was not a strong girl, but her spirit 
was brave, and she had a noble heart. She was 
willing to risk her own life so that she might 
save the lives of others. She did not live many 
years after her noble deed, but her name will 
never be forgotten, because English people prize 
noble deeds above all other things. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Grace Darling was a brave girl who lived with her father abont 

fifty years ago in a lighthouse upon some small rocky islands. 

2. One morning a ship with many people on board was wrecked 

on one of the rocks. And though the sea was very rough, 
Grace Darling and her father launched their little boat and 
rowed off to the wreck. 

3. They knew they might be drowned, but they went nobly on and 

saved every one. 

4. It was a noble deed, and we honour her name and think of her 

as Ci heroine. 



64. THE ENGLISH IN INDIA (1) 

Far away to the E^^st there is a large country 
called India. This is the land that Columbus 
and other brave sailors tried to reach. 

Soon after Columbus sailed to America, it was 
found that ships could reach India by going 
round the south of Africa. Ships were sent from 
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England and also from other countries, and they 
brought back many costly things. Wonderful 
tales were told of the people who lived there, 
of their strange dark faces and gay clothes. 

Trade soon sprang up, and Englishmen went 
to live in India to trade with the people. At 
first they were allowed to live only in a very few 
places on the coast, but in time they went further 
into the country. 

They bought land from the native princes 
and built forts. Then they began to help the 
princes in their wars against each other. These 
princes repaid the Englishmen by giving them 
power and large tracts of land in India. The 
Erench also sent ships and men to trade there, 
and to get as much land as they could. 

Eor many years there was a struggle between 
the English and the Erench as to who should 
have most power in India. In the end the 
English won, and the man who did most to 
break the power of the Erench was Robert Clive. 

He was sent to India when only a lad, because 
his friends did not know what to do with him at 
home. He would not stick to his books, and he 
was always in mischief. Still he was very clever 
and brave, and ready to face any danger, and 
when trouble began with the Erench he joined 
the army. 

He showed such skill as a soldier, that he was 
sent at the head of a small army to try to take 
a town called Arcot. The weather was very bad, 

M 2 
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but he pushed on, and soon took the town. He 
was not left there in peace, for soon a large army 
came to drive him out. 

Though the walls of the town were tumbling 
down, and there was but little food, he and his 
men fought so bravely that they held the tovm 
for fifty days. At last nothing but a little rice 
was left. Now the native soldiers who were 
helping the English were brave men^ and so 
proud of being led by Clive that they came to 
him and said : * We can live with less food than 
the English, so give the rice to them. We will 
be content with the water in which it is boiled.' 

Soon after help came, and the French had to 
run away. Holding the town against such a 
large army was a very daring deed, and the 
natives began to think that, after all, the 
English were stronger and braver than the 
French. And so from that time more of them 
came over to our side. 

Write out and Learn 

1. It is about three hundred years since Enghshmen first began to 

trade with the people of India. 

2. At first they were allowed to live only in certain small places on 

the coast. But in time they spread further and fiirther over 
the country. 

3. They had many cruel wars with the natives as well as with the 

French, who were also trying to get as much of India as they 
could. 

4. Among the many brave men who helped to drive the French 

out of India, the one who did most was Robert Clive. 
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65. THE ENGLISH IN INDIA (2) 

For a long time after the death of Clive the 
English went on fighting in India, and at last 
they took nearly all the country and ruled over 
it. They had large armies in which the common 
soldiers were natives, while the oflB.cers were 
mostly English. 

About forty years ago the native soldiers 
began to think that they were badly treated by 
the English. This feeling spread among them, 
and at last they rose up against their officers. 

A dreadful time then began, for the soldiers 
were fierce and cruel, and there were but very 
few officers to stand against them. And so for a 
time these wicked men had things all their own 
way. They killed men, women, and children, and 
did so many cruel deeds that it makes us shudder 
to read of them. 

Wherever they could, the English officers 
shut themselves, with their wives and children, 
into some strong fort, and held out as long as 
they could against the natives. 

At a town called Lucknow the English got 
into a strong building called the Residency. 



The weather was very hot and the building was 
small. As many as eight or nine ladies and 
about a dozen children were crowded into a 
single room. There was plenty of food in the 
place, and these brave men made up their minds 
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to die at their posts, rather than let their wives 
and children be taken by the cruel soldiers. 

They knew that help must come, and so for 
ninety days they held out. Over and over again 
large bodies of natives tried to take the town. 
Shot and shell w^ere fired into the building. But 
though many of the brave English were killed or 
wounded, the others still held out. 

At last one evening they heard the sound of 
guns that were being fired not far off, and not at 
them. Soon they heard the sound of bagpipes 
and the loud cheers of English soldiers as they 
drove the natives away. In a few hours the 
English had fought their way to the gates of the 
Residency, which were thrown wide open to 
receive them. 

This was a moment that none who were there 
could ever forget. Big rough soldiers might 
have been seen to take up the little children in 
their arms and kiss them, while the tears rolled 
down their cheeks. They thanked God that they 
had come in time to save the women and children 
from their cruel foes. 

It took many months of hard fighting before 
the rising was put down. But since that time 
India has been at peace. Now we rule with a 
firm hand this vast country, that holds ten times 
as many people as there are in England. 

Write out and Learn 
1. After many years the English came to rule over nearly th6 

whole of India. They even trained large armies of native 

soldiers to fight for them. 
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2. But at last many of these native soldiers rose up against their 

English officers and killed all whom they could find. This is 
called the Indian Mutiny. 

3. In some places, such as Lucknow, the English held out until 

help came. 

4. After many hard fights and many noble deeds, the English 

soldiers put down the Mutiny, and since that time India has 
been at peace. 



66. GENERAL GORDON 

We have read of more than one hero, and 
it would take a very big book in which to write 
an account of all the heroes of English history. 

One of our greatest heroes was General 
Gordon, who died only a few years ago. He was 
a man who feared God and tried to do good to 
all about him. 

He was a soldier, and when quite a young 
man he was far away in China. There was a 
dreadful war going on in that country, and 
Gordon was asked to lead an army to try to stop 
the war. After much hard fighting he put an 
end to the war, and the emperor gave him the 
right to wear a yellow jacket and a peacock's 
feather. This was a very high honour. The 
emperor also wanted to give him a large sum of 
money. * No,' he said, ' I shall leave China as 
poor as I came into it. It is enough for me to 
know that I have been the means of saving the 
lives of thousands of poor people.' 

Then he came back to England, where he 
spent all his spare time and money in being good 
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to poor boys whom he found homeless and 
friendless in the streets. He lodged many of 
them in his own house, where he taught those 
who were well and strong and nursed those who 
were sick. 

But far away in the Soudan there was a 
noble work for him to do. There the people 
were cruelly treated, and many sold as slaves. 
Gordon was asked to go and rule over the 
country. He knew better than those who sent 
him what a hard task it would be. For the rich 
men, who had treated the poor so badly, knew 
that Gordon would put a stop to their evil deeds, 
and this was what he did. 

He ruled so well that when he left to come 
back to England there was peace in the land, 
and the poor kept their flocks and grew their 
crops without fear. 

But he had not been home very long when 
things became as bad as ever in the Soudan. 
Wicked men, who hated Gordon because he 
put down the cruel slave trade, raised an army 
and robbed and ill-treated the poor. So Gordon 
was asked to go again and try to make pe^ce. 
He started at once, and was soon back again 
at his old work. 

He found that times had changed for the 
worse, and he was soon shut up in a town with 
an army of wicked men outside trying to break 
in to kill him. 

English soldiers were sent all the way from 
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England to help him. They had to go thousands 

of weary miles, and part of the way was across a 

burning desert, but they went bravely on. 

It was all in vain, for three days before they 

reached the town, wicked men broke into it and 

Gordon was killed. Thus this brave and good 

man died for the sake of those whom he tried to 

help. Every boy and girl should be *proud that 

Gordon was an Englishman, and should say to 

themselves : * I also will be a hero as Gordon 

was.* 

Write out and Learn 

1. General Gordon was a brave and good man. He spent his life in 

trying to serve others. 

2. When he was in China he put down a civil war that was raging, 

and so saved many thousands of lives. 
3 Later on he was sent to Egypt to try to restore order in a part 
of that country, and to put down the slave trade. 

4. His enemies raised an army and tried to take the town of 

Khartoum, in which Gordon was. 

5. Help was sent from England, but it arrived too late, and Gordon 

was killed. He was a hero, and lost his life in trying to serve 
others. 



67. A GOOD QUEEN 

A good many years ago there Kved in 
England a lady and her little girl. The lady 
was of noble birth. She was good and kind, and 
loved her daughter very dearly. The little girl 
was bright and clever, and fond of books. She 
was taught many things, so that she might be 
fitted to become the first lady in the land. 

One morning very early, when she was about 
eighteen years of age, there was heard a loud 
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knocking at the door of her mother's house. On 
opening the door some friends came in and 
said : ' The King is dead ! Long live the 
Queen ! ' It was quite true, for the girl was now 
to be Queen of England. 

When they told her the news she asked God 
to help her to do her duty by her people. She 
felt that she w^as not well fitted for such a proud 
position, but she made up her mind that, as far 
as it lay in her power, she would do her duty. 
And nobly she has done so for more than fifty 
years. She has had many children, and to them 
she has been as good a mother as she has been a 
good queen to her people. 

England is a better country to live in for all 
classes of people than it was when Queen 
Victoria began her reign. 

Many wonderful things have been found out. 
The country has been covered from end to end 
with railways, so that things can be quickly and 
cheaply moved from one part of the country to 
another. By this means fruit and food of all 
kinds can be taken to the large towns, and men 
who have things to sell can send their goods to 
any place where there is a market for them. 

Large steamships have been built, which 
carry people and goods to all parts of the world. 
They can travel so fast that a man can go all 

round the world in about three months. Manv 

*/ 

things that we cannot grow are brought from 
lands far over the sea. 
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Clever men have made many wonderful 
machines that are used for making many things 
that we need for wear. Wool that grows upon 
the backs of sheep on the other side of the world 
is brought to England to be made into cloth. 

By means of the telegraph we are able to 
send a message in a few minutes to far-away 
lands. Quick steamers carry letters for us at a 
very cheap rate, and so we can make our 
thoughts known to our friends, no matter how 
far away they may live. 

One of the greatest blessings of our good 
queen's reign is that bread has become cheap. 
At one time, if the harvest was bad, bread 
became so dear that poor people could not get 
enough to eat. 

But some of our wise men thought that we 
ought to be able to buy com in any part of the 
world where there might happen to be plenty. 

So a law was made whereby com might be 
brought into the country free from all taxes, and 
since that time bread has always been cheap. 

During our good queen's reign there has 
been a great increase in the number of books. 
Such clever machines have been made for print- 
ing, that books are now cheap and within the 
reach of all. 

We have learned how to keep our houses and 
towns cleaner and healthier. By means of deep 
drains all the dirty water and filth are washed 
away. Plenty of pure water is brought in pipes 
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to all large places, and so people are able to keep 
their clothes and their houses clean. 

Pif ty years ago there were very few schools 
and very few scholars. Now there are plenty of 
good schools, and every child can learn those 
things that will help to make its life good and 
happy. 

These are only a few of the good things that 
have come to England while Victoria has been 
queen. But they are enough to show us how 
thankful we should be that we live in a land that 
is ruled over by such a good queen. From her 
good life we should all learn the lesson, that ' it 
is only noble to be good.' 

The queen has always tried to do her duty. 
We can all try to do that ; and when we grow 
older we must try to do good for our country, by 
living good lives and by helping to make good 
laws. 

Write out and Learn 

1. Queen Victoria began to reign in the year 1837. She is a noble 

woman, who has tried to do her duty by her people. 

2. During her time England has become a better land for people 

to live in than it used to be. 

3. Trade has increased wonderfully. Kailways have been built all 

over the country. 

4. Food has become cheaper, and working men are better off. 

5. Good schools have been built, and education is free. And in 

numberless ways our land has become better than it was 
before. 
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Dates to be Bemembered 

65 B.C. The Eomans first land in Britain under Julius CaBsar. 
449-600 A.D. The coming of the English. 
371 A.D. King Alfred began to reign. 
1066. The battle of Hastings. 
1216. Granting of Magna Charta by King John. 
1346. Battle of Crecy. 
1416. Battle of Agincoin't. 

1486. Henry VII., the first Tudor king, began to reign. 
1492. Columbus finds a New World. 
1588. The Spanish Arraada. 

1620. The Pilgrim Fathers sailed to found a Colony in America. 
1642-46. The great Civil War. 
1660. Prince Charles came back to England, and became king as 

Charles II. 
1769. General Wolfe took Quebec. 
1776-83. The North American Colonies fought against England and 

became free. 
1806. Lord Nelson won the battle of Trafalgar. 
1815. The Duke of WeUington won the battle of Waterloo. 
1837. Victoria became Queen of England. 
1857. The Indian Mutiny. 
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